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Granger MacDonald introduces Greg & Mary Jane Ugalde

Greg Ugalde Elected NAHB Chairman at 75th International Builders Show
On Thursday February 21, 2019, during the 75th Anniversary International Builders’ Show in Las Vegas,
Connecticut developer, Greg Ugalde, was elected NAHB Chairman, representing the interests of more than

140,000 housing industry professionals across the country.

Greg is president and chief legal officer of Torrington-based
T&M Building Co., Inc., one of the state’s largest home
builders. Since its founding in 1962, T&M has built more
than 4,000 new homes in over 45 Connecticut communities
for trade-up and first-time buyers. Greg is also the founder
and owner of GFU Investments, LLC, a builder/developer
minority-owned business that focuses on urban development
and workforce housing.

On stage as Greg Ugalde was sworn into office
were his family, including his wife, Mary Jane, 
and three children, Andrew, Sara, Aaron and
Kathleen, as well as T&M Building Company
CEO, Steve Temkin and his wife, Gayle.



 L-R 2019 NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde, Rep. Tom Reed (R-N.Y.) and Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.)

“A top priority this year will be to address ongoing housing affordability concerns. On
average, government regulation accounts for nearly 25% of the price of building a
single-family home and more than 30% of the cost  of a typical multifamily development.
We will urge federal policymakers to take appropriate actions to ease regulatory burdens
in order to help put families in homes, create jobs and move the conomy forward. We will
also call on Congress to advance comprehensive housing finance reform and to adopt
sensible workforce development and immigration policy that will help our industry fill
open jobs.” . – Greg Ugalde

Problem Solvers Caucus Seeks Bipartisan Housing Solutions

In a roundtable discussion moderated by 2019 Chairman, Greg Ugalde, during the NAHB Board of Directors
meeting in Las Vegas, Reps. Tom Reed (R-N.Y.) and Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.) expressed support for working
together on a bipartisan basis to advance housing issues.

Reed and Gottheimer are the co-chairs of the influential Problem Solvers Caucus, a group 24 Republican and 24
Democratic lawmakers dedicated to finding common ground and breaking the partisan gridlock in Congress.

“We’re the only bipartisan group in Washington, D.C. that is organized,” said Gottheimer. “We will vote as a
block when we get to a consensus position and we are making a difference.”

When asked by Ugalde what issues the Problem Solvers Caucus would be willing tackle, Reed responded:
“Housing affordability is a very important issue.” He called for removing red tape on zoning and working to create
economic opportunities for builders on the ground.

Infrastructure, stabilizing the health care market under the Affordable Care Act and prescription drug prices are
other areas the Problem Solvers Caucus will address.



L-R Fairfield County HBRA President Anthony DeRosa, CEO Jackie
Bertolone, NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde & Pete Fusaro

L-R Brian Zippin, Joanne Hoerrner, HBRA CEO Jim Perras, Greg Pachten &
son William

 L-R Chris Nelson, Liz Koiva, Allan Koiva & Mary Ellen NelsonL-R Joanne Hoerrner, MaryAnne Sok & Steve Temkin

The 75th Anniversary of the International Builders Show was the
largest in a decade!

IBS in partnership with KBIS (Kitchen & Bath Show) drew
exhibitors of every building product and technology and stellar
education sessions. Connecticut was there in big numbers to
network, learn and support our 2019 NAHB chairman, Greg
Ugalde!



Connecticut members at NAHB Board meeting. Front row in blue shirts:
Steve, Alyssa & Gayle Temkin; back row L-R: Kim DiMatteo, HBRACT
Vice-President Eric Santini, HBRACT President Chris Nelson, Ken Boynton &
BUILD PAC Rep George LaCava. (Liz Verna taking photo.)

L-R HBRACT CEO Jim Perras, NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde,
Central CT HBRA EO Eric Person, HBA Northwest EO Sheila
Leach and Fairfield County HBRA EO Jackie Bertolone

L-R Nort Wheeler, Jim Perras & David Preka with Formica
executive



At Carmine’s, Caesar’s Palace,
L-R Fairfield County HBRA
Vice-President Kim DiMatteo,
Fairfield County HBRA President
Anthony DeRosa & EO Jackie
Bertolone

L-R Susanne Cook, Carmine’s co-host Garret Cook
and Eric Person

L-R James Narduzzo of Bender with
Steve Temkin

L-R Ken Boynton, Liz Verna & Kim DiMatteo Mark Nuzzolo, Tim Hollister & DJ Collins

Cocktail Party Hosted by DiMatteo Insurance & Cyclone Home Systems



The SpasmaticsL-R Mary Anne Sok, Gayle & Alyssa Temkin, Mary Jane
Ugalde & Brenda Davis

L-R Kim DiMatteo, Bob Wiedenmann, NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde, John DiMatteo
& Liz Verna 

The Gang’s all here! L-R Judy Wiedenmann, Susanne
Cook, John DiMatteo in hat, Chris Nelson, Bob
Wiedenbmann (center), Joanne Hoerrner, Eric Santini,
Pete Fusaro (white shirt), Mary Ellen Nelson & Liz
Koiva

Hard Rock Café Party After Greg’s Election Hosted by T&M Homes

CONNECTICUT GOLD SPONSOR
HBRA of Central CT

CONNECTICUT SILVER SPONSORS
Santini Homes, Dalene Flooring, Trilacon Development & Contractors Home Appliance Connecticut 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Alan Hanbury, BENDER, Bill Ferrigno, Boynton Construction, CATIC, David Preka, 

Larry Fiano, Liz Verna, Lovley Development, Nelson Construction, Nort Wheeler & Rober Hanbury



Flo by Moen Leak Detection & Smart Water
Meter Monitoring

Joe Duva of T&M Homes discussing Moen’s new
leak detection and water meter monitoring
product FLO at Moen booth. You can attach the
device to your waterline, and it monitors your
typical water usage patterns and sends an alert to
your phone when it notices a change.

Joe Duva tries out virtual reality house tour at
the Evolution Virtual booth. Here Joe Duva is
turned around as he looks through the special
headset. The image on the screen shows what
he is looking at through the special glasses.

IBS Exhibit Floor



L-R HBRACT CEO Jim Perras Lois & Eric Santini Sr. Tim Hollister
& Liz Verna

Property Rights seminar with Tim Hollister of Shipman &
Goodwin speaking

Education Session

Protecting Your Property Rights: How to Win the Games Governments Play

Today, residential construction is in post-recession recovery mode, and some state and local governments are
“playing games” to slow down projects or get more economic contribution from builders and developers to cover
costs. 

The expert panel presented a review of the legal protections available for builders and developers, and gave
examples of how governments interfere with projects. Attendees left with plenty of information on when and how
to push back and protect their property rights including:

< A review of basic property rights protections under federal, state and local laws.

< Trends land use attorneys are seeing from government agencies to deny, obstruct or delay projects.

< Case studies involving development projects from across the country, and how property owners
successfully overcame governmental roadblocks.

< Key areas to watch for to prevent government abuse and protect property rights, and learn when to fight
back.



Ken Boynton - CT BUILD-PAC Alternate Trustee, 

Alicia Huey - NAHB BUILD-PAC Chair, and

Sheila Leach - HBRA CC VP & NW EO

Area 1 National ChairmanNAHB Eagle Award CT State Rep Area 1

Ken Boynton, Boynton Construction, is sworn in as
Area 1 National Chairman

Pete Fusaro, HBRA CT Immediate Past
President, was elected CT State Rep.

Eric Person, CEO HBRA Central CT, was
recognized by Jerry Howard with the
NAHB Eagle for his service as 2018 EOC
President

A Record Six NAHB Awards Go to Connecticut
Connecticut cleaned up at the 2019 Awards Event! 

Our BUILD-PAC efforts topped the national charts AGAIN, with FIVE awards!

1. Top Fundraising State by Membership
2. Event that Raised the Most Money
3. State with the Highest Percentage of Participation
4. Event with the Highest Number of Contributors
5. State that Surpassed Goal by the Highest Percent

Our HBRA staff, officers & members continue to be recognized for their excellent achievements.
Their commitment and leadership are greatly appreciated by the entire membership!

Congratulations to all our Connecticut Award Winners!

Save the Date!
Connecticut’s 17th Annual NAHB BUILD-PAC

Fiano Family Golf Classic July 8, 2019



Home Builders & Remodelers Association of Connecticut Statement Regarding
Governor Lamont’s Proposed Sales Tax on Home Repair & Renovations

By Jim Perras, CEO

March 1, 2019 – There are several significant public policy reasons why Governor
Lamont should reconsider his effort to impose a sales tax on the repair and renovation of
Connecticut homes. Not the least of which, is the regressive nature of the sales tax on
services and its disproportionate impact on inner cities, the poor and our elderly on fixed
incomes.

Connecticut competes with neighboring states for the distinction of having some of the
oldest housing stock in the country. Much of that aging housing stock is found in our
urban centers. The extra cost of the sales tax could incentivize homeowners in older
neighborhoods to hold off on much needed safety-related repairs.

Inner city landlords will be more inclined to delay renovations that could potentially place the health and safety of
their tenants at risk, potentially harming our most vulnerable populations. Renovation, Repair and Paint (RRP)
lead disturbing activities could also be put off and lead poisoning mitigation could be postponed or done by
unqualified contractors working outside the lead safe work practices required by the EPA, further jeopardizing the
health and safety of our vulnerable populations. City blight will be exacerbated at a time when our cities can least
afford it. The value of housing in Connecticut has not recovered to the same degree as other states (this is
particularly true in many of our urban centers) and if people put off renovations, repairs or replacement of
necessary systems like heating, air conditioning, roofs, etc., then the value of housing will be further depressed.
Ultimately, the Governor’s tax proposal is counter intuitive given his stated goals of urban renewal and
revitalization.

In addition, Connecticut has some of the most economically and racially segregated housing in the country, due in
large part, because of decades of housing affordability and accessibility issues in our more affluent communities.
Since 2009, the residential construction industry has been producing residential units at only a fraction of the rate
needed to maintain current housing numbers. Consequentially, ensuring Connecticut residents have access to
affordable renovation and remodeling services is more important than ever in order to guarantee we have as much
of our older housing stock in use to hold the line on housing affordability and accessibility. A well-maintained
older housing stock is often the only affordable option for many working families to be able to live where they
work. This is especially evident in the western part of our state where issues of affordability are most acute.

Connecticut, like many other states has a large underground home improvement market. Some estimates put this
illegal cash market at greater than 40%. These offending contractors are not registered, nor are they likely to be
adequately insured. Often, they are without a tax I.D. Especially noteworthy and troublesome is that by virtue of
being unregistered, illegal contractors do not pay into the Home Improvement Guaranty Fund. This means an
unsuspecting homeowner that does business with an illegal contractor doesn’t benefit from the guaranty fund’s
added protection, leaving homeowners without much for recourse if something goes awry. At the end of the day,
law abiding home improvement contractors that would be forced to comply with these new tax requirements
would be undercut to an even greater degree than they are now, compelling even more underground home
improvement activity and consequently, leaving more homeowners at risk.



The sales tax on residential renovations and repair will never capture anything approaching the entire remodeling
market as some unscrupulous remodelers will be even more incentivized to be compensated "under the table".
Still, others may even be inclined to collect the tax from a customer without the intention of ever passing it along
to the state. In the end, remodelers who "play by the rules" would be penalized, while much needed repairs in
older homes could be further delayed or ignored completely.

Our Governor and our legislators know that Connecticut has already lived this folly before. In the early 90’s
Connecticut taxed many of the very same remodeling services including; paving, painting, siding, roofing and
landscaping. Those taxes did not yield anywhere near the intended revenues. In fact, as a result, the underground
contracting industry grew significantly and its negative impacts continue to plague the Department of Consumer
Protection and our industry at large.

Alternatively, we encourage Governor Lamont and the General Assembly to join us in finding a new way forward
in which state government incentivizes remodeling and repair of existing homes. Incentivizing the renovation of
our senior’s homes so they can age in place will encourage a cost-effective alternative to nursing facilities and
lessen the strain on the state’s Medicaid expenses ultimately saving tax payers millions. In addition, the state could
better incentivize the renovation of aging homes with the goal of increasing energy efficiency, saving homeowners
thousands of dollars a year while helping to relieve the strain on our energy infrastructure. 

The Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Connecticut (HBRA-CT) is a professional trade association
with over eight hundred business members statewide, employing tens of thousands of Connecticut residents. Our
association of small businesses is comprised of residential and commercial builders, land developers, remodelers,
general contractors, subcontractors, suppliers and those businesses and professionals that provide services to our
diverse industry. We build between 70% to 80% of all new homes and apartments in Connecticut each year and
engage in countless home remodeling projects.
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From the desk of Chris nelson

P r e s i d e n T ’ s  M e s s a g e

(continued)

Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019  3

As i start my time as state President, 
i would like to congratulate Greg 
ugalde for the incredible achieve-
ment of being installed Chairman and 
President of the national Association 
of home builders. Greg, you have our 
thanks, our congratulations, and our 

full support for your work at nAhb. You are going to be 
Awesome!

next, i want to thank Pete Fusaro for his leadership over 
the past two years as our State Chairman and President.  
under Pete’s leadership we have revised our State strategic 
plan, seen Bill Ethier retire in style, and brought in a new 
highly capable Eo and lobbyist in Jim Perras. Thanks for 
your commitment and Leadership, Pete!

Continuing to Adapt – CT Housing in 2019!
As our newly elected Lamont Administration and Demo-
cratic house and Senate take control, what should we, as 
the homebuilding industry in Connecticut, expect in 2019?  
Will our statewide new home permit numbers finally start 
to recover this year? or will this be the year where mort-
gage rates start climbing again, dampening the few bright 
spots that exist in our weak housing market?

2019 is going to be another year that is hard to read 
and plan for as a builder or remodeler business.   
only time will tell on most of these questions. For the past 
several years, i have found myself pinning my turnaround 
hopes on the business cycle recovery, then on the federal 
elections, and most recently on our state elections. We 
have been hoping a change in leadership will somehow 
reinvigorate our CT housing economy.  

So how do we as businesses and as an industry thrive 
in 2019?  
Maybe, it’s time to stop complaining, and stop hoping for 
external fixes to our homebuilding marketplace in Con-
necticut.  

The truth is, there are select homebuilding and remod-
eling businesses in every corner of our state that have 
plenty of work, and are thriving right now.  
They have figured something out.  in spite of the generally 
weak market, there are remodelers booked 9 months out, 
there are new homes, and new rental communities popping 

up, and there are beautiful high end custom homes under 
construction. Just take a look at our 2018 hobi awards 
entries. Some builders, remodelers, and associates have 
been quietly adapting to what our new Connecticut mar-
ketplace needs and is looking for.

u  instead of opening new subdivisions, we are seeing 
builders opening new rental communities.

u  in place of major kitchen renovations, we’re seeing 
new in-law suite additions and aging in place renova-
tions.

u  We are seeing builders diversify into commercial work 
to augment their workload.

u  in place of big spec homes, we are seeing builders 
offer more value with smaller in town spec homes and 
design/build work.

u  in place of renovations following the resale of existing 
homes, we are seeing needed home improvements to 
help sell those existing homes.

u  builders are re-learning how to build and offer homes 
and condominiums at prices unheard of 10 years ago.

u  Developers are getting more creative and retargeting 
their work to transit lines, health employment centers 
and more urban neighborhoods.

u  Members are buying distressed properties, fixing them, 
and turning them into home rentals.

We have some exceedingly sharp members!  We are 
continuing to learn, get creative and adapt!
We may be a small State, but we are incredibly diverse.  
From Greenwich to Plainfield, from Stanford to hartford 
to new London, one thing is certain, ALL our markets are 
changing. but then our markets have always been chang-
ing, so why should we expect anything different in 2019?

This year, maybe more of us need to focus on how to 
change our products and services to meet the new market.  
Maybe more of us can get in front of change, and create 
our own “new market” – someone will. As homebuilders, 
we are often slow to change, because as small businesses, 
we are often too busy working in our business rather than 
on our business. Maybe we need to take a page from 
other industries and be willing to reinvent our businesses 
to position our offerings and services for the next 5 years.
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IMPACT
WITH INSIGHT FROM RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
New Development Services is comprised of a team of  
leading residential development experts. For over 30 years 
we’ve successfully marketed & sold thousands of new  
construction residences throughout the Northeast.

John Tarducci, MIRM
Senior Vice President

203.925.4587

Joe Wren, PE
Director - Business

Development CT/MA
860.202.0693

Donna Lee Blais
Director - Business
Development NY

914.805.3313

RaveisNDS.com

THE

INSIGHT MATTERS. EXPERIENCE MATTERS. RESULTS MATTER.
The only management team in the Northeast with vast experience in their given fields.

http://www.raveisnds.com
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P r e s i d e n T ’ s  M e s s a g e

From the desk of Chris nelson
(continued)

Connecticut home builders and Remodelers absolutely have a 
role to play in helping Connecticut recover.  

As an example, a few of our members will be meeting with 
Senator Cassano, the chairman on the Planning and Develop-
ment Committee. he, like many others, understand that we 
can only grow jobs and businesses in Connecticut if we have a 
strong, attractive and affordable housing stock. 

i am confident Jim Perras, our new Eo and Lobbyist, along 
with many engaged members from our association, will fight for 
and see some good ideas on housing implemented this year. We 
need your help, and then our industry needs to be ready to use 
these opportunities as they are implemented.    

Legislative fixes, and state assisted programs can be helpful, but 
it will not be enough.  

We as businesses need to step out, try new things, adapt 
our offerings, and innovate.   
We need to figure out how to lead the way for meeting Con-
necticut’s housing challenges.

Recently i was re-watching a now old movie, “independence 
Day” with Will Smith and bill Pullman. There is a scene where 
the good guys finally figure out how to down the alien battle-
ships. Maybe you remember it, bill Pullman, as President 
Whitmore, says “now we know how to take them out General! 
Spread the word!” We may not be fighting extinction or look-
ing to blow up battleships, but our national nAhb, our state 
hbRA and our local associations are all fighting to help find 
ways for each of our businesses to succeed. This year, let’s be 
willing to adapt, let’s find those successes in our industry, and 
with permission, let’s “Spread the word!”  

All the best,
Chris nelson, GMb & CGP
Chairman & President hbRA of CT

Congratulations Greg Ugalde
on your election as

2019 NAHB Chairman!

http://www.dimatteogrp.com
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MEDIA SPONSOR

25th annual hoBI Dinner Sponsors

TOP SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
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(continued)

Chris Nelson, Paul Stone & Arnold Karp, Steve Temkin & Peter Sciaretta

Fletcher Development winning custom home.

T he 25th Annual hobi Awards Dinner was held at the 

Aqua Turf on Tuesday november 13th, and close to 

900 Connecticut housing industry professionals celebrated 

this very special Silver Anniversary milestone! Following a 

video with testimonials from past winners, hobi Producer 

and MC, Joanne Carroll, unveiled a nEW hobi LoGo 

by graphic designer, Claire Michalak of Fairfield County 

hbRA, and winners were given 25th Anniversary totes to 

take home their awards!

20 Year+ WINNerS
Four outstanding builders, who have consistently won hobi 
Awards over the past 20-25 years, were recognized. Chris nel-
son, nelson Construction, Arnold Karp, Karp Associates Steve 
Temkin, T&M homes & Peter Sciaretta, hemingway Construc-
tion, have elevated the hobi Awards with their outstanding 
custom homes and communities for over twenty years. 

the year’s top trends!                                                                                                            
Smaller is better! The most popular custom home categories 
were 3,000-4000 sf & 4,000-5,000 sf, buT these homes have 
breathtaking views and a fabulous connection to the outdoors. 
on the interior, this year’s winners feature black or gray powder 
coated window & door frames with plenty of glass, floating open 
tread staircases, white oak floors, flat panel cabinetry and unique 
outdoor rooms. 

For those brave adventurers still building spec homes, there 
were two spectacular $7 million+ specs – by the same builder…
Remodeling is still growing as a percentage of the market, which 
has fueled the trend to housing as a Service. in fact, one savvy 
builder won a marketing award for promoting his Home Manage-
ment Division. 

Bluewater Home Builders winning Westport custom home. 
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Your

Appliance Experts
Your

Hearth Destination

Get The Job Done 
Let Us Help You And Your  Clients

Right!

Outdoor Specialists
Your

Premium Outdoor Kitchens 
Award Winning Outdoor Showroom

Built-in and Free Standing
Grills and Appliances

Fireplace and Hearth Showroom  
Sales, Install, and Service 

50 Graham Place, Southington  CT 06489  

www.CAFD.com    •    (860)621-9313    

Connecticut Appliance
& Fireplace Distributors

Appliance Fireplace Outdoor Living• •

Partnering 
with Connecticut 

Builders for 50 Years

|                                         |Established 1968    

State Wide 
Delivery & Install

Fireplaces And Stoves
Gas, Wood & Pellet

Black
Ornage PMS 144

http://www.cafd.com
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(continued)

2017 hoBI judges
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JarreTT KraviTZ – Central 
CT hbRA’s 2016  builder of the 
Year, Jarrett has won past hobi 
awards for both custom & spec 
homes.

NeW coNStrUctIoN

sCoTT bUddenHagen – a 
successful builder of spec homes 
in lower Fairfield County, Scott 
won a hobi Award last year for 
a $3 million Westport home.

Joel grossMan – Direc-
tor of new homes & Land for 
Calcagni Real Estate, Joel is 
president of new haven Middle-
sex bd. of Realtors & serves on 
the board of Central CT hbRA 

david PreKa – President of 
hbRA of Eastern CT and a di-
versified builder in new London 
County.

reMoDeLING 

lUigi alTaMUra – success-
ful lower Fairfield County builder 
and past hobi winner.

franK sanford – owner of 
lumber supplier Sanford & haw-
ley & past hobi judge, Frank 
contributes a Lumber update 
byline to each issue of Connecti-
cut builder.

JiM fUHrMann – a West hartford based website and 
internet marketing provider serving the home building 
industry, Jim has won website and virtual staging awards.

techNoLoGY 
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AD-CT-BUILDER-HOBI-2019

http://www.hocon.com
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highlights of the 2018 hoBI awards
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HBRA Senior Officers L-R Incoming 2019 President Chris Nelson, 
2018. President Pete Fusaro, HOBI Producer & MC Joanne Carroll, 
Past Pres. Nort Wheeler, V.P. Eric Santini and CEO Jim Perras.  

CEO Jim Perras and 
Events Director 
Joanne Hoerrner

Jim Perras presenting 
Joanne Carroll with a 
Tiffany bracelet for her 
25 years as producer 
and MC of the HOBI 
Awards.

2019 NAHB Chair-
man and Connecticut 
developer, Greg 
Ugalde addressing 
attendees.

Project of Year winner 
Paul Harris, Cole Harris 
Homes with 2018 HBRA 
President Pete Fusaro.

Custom Home of 
Year winner Dibico 
Inc. Matt Yordon, 
Project Supervisor 
& Julio DiBiase 
with 2018 HBRA 
President Peter 
Fusaro

Spec Home of Year 
winner Bluewater 
Home Builders  
Darren Andreoli & 
Bob Sprouls with 
2019 HBRA President 
Chris Nelson. 

Remodeled Home of the Year winner Prutting & Company L-R 
Heath Horn, Project Managers & Evan Cronly, HBRA President 
Peter Fusaro & Prutting & Co. Manager Daniel Callahan

Gayle Temkin celebrates her birthday at the 
HOBI’s, Joanne Carroll & Gayle’s daughters Lily 
& Alyssa cheer her on. 

Community of the Year winner Canal Crossing LLC L-R Lauren  
Talgliatella, Louis Tagliatella & Dana Coughlin flanked by 2019 & 2018 
HBRA Presidents Chris Nelson & Pete Fusaro.
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Project of the Year
coLe harrIS hoMeS
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T he top award of the year was one of five recognizing architect 

builder Paul harris, Cole harris homes. harris launched Westport-

based Cole harris Associates in 1991, and developed a reputation design-

ing outstanding custom homes. in 2014, he and Lynette Snow formed 

Archetype, to build recession proof smaller homes that live big!  Paul 

design built his first spec home, a five bedroom 4,600 sf farmhouse style 

on nearwater Lane in Darien. it sold in 4 days at full asking price of 

$1.35 million. This home, as well as two more spec homes Paul design 

built on the same nearwater Lane cul-de-sac, won hobi awards for the 

incredible value they offered, with overscaled windows, ceiling heights, 

hallways and staircases.

This year, Cole harris homes was recognized for the development of a magnificent 
piece of property on Long island Sound. Paul harris design built two exquisite  
$7 million + spec homes and transformed several acres on brush island, Darien into a 
uniquely appealing natural habitat. he was recognized with outstanding Spec home 
over $7 Million for 21 brush island, as well as best Spec home over $7 Million,  
best Kitchen and Leia Ward, LTW Design, won best home Staging – all for 17  
brush island Road. 
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BeSt aMeNItY
it took painstaking effort and the talents of Cole harris, Les Arbres, Ricky & Sons Landscaping, Environmental Land Solutions &  
McChord Engineering to save and restore three legacy trees, including a 96” diameter European beech tree, plant 50 more trees, 
including 18 ft. hollies, 500 shrubs, 7 perennial gardens and two boat docks.
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Project of the Year
coLe harrIS hoMeS

BeSt SPec hoMe oVer $7 
MILLIoN & BeSt KItcheN 
– 17 BrUSh ISLaND roaD
Paul harris designed this handsome con-
temporary rustic home with a roof garden 
over its entry, and water view from every 
room. highlights include this exqui-
sitely detailed study with mitered marble 
fireplace and simplified drywall mold-
ings, a winning kitchen with stunning 
flat panel white oak cabinetry and island 
tops of white oak flooring and quartz. The 
kitchen opens to a soaring two story fam-
ily room with one-of-a-kind sculptured 
LED chandelier in driftwood moss and 
steel. See photos top of page 15.                                                             

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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BeSt hoMe StaGING 
Talented Leia Ward of LTW Design staged the entire 7,900 sf home, including this appealing aerie for stargazing, and a sitting area 
overlooking the family room, with rolling white oak barn doors leading to this sumptuous master suite with fireplace and balcony. 

outside, a stone terrace and pool overlook holly Pond, which at-
tracts rare birds and even bald eagles to a peaceful natural habitat. 

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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oUtStaNDING SPec hoMe oVer $7 MILLIoN – 21 BrUSh ISLaND roaD
Cole harris homes design built this adjacent historically inspired farmhouse around a 96” diameter beech tree. inside, windows frame 
the outdoors. Waterfall stone counters wrap the striking kitchen, which features frosted tile, a waterfall island and 400 lb. stone range 
hood bolted to the wall. in the breakfast area, three sides of glass frame the water. Three levels of multi-purpose rooms support enter-
taining and multi-generational activities, as does the covered terrace, infinity edge pool, outdoor shower and boat dock. 

At $7.25 and $7.75 million, these two amazing homes offer incredible value! And once more, it took Cole harris homes just 14 
months to build both homes, two boat docks and install all landscaping.

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

Project of the Year
coLe harrIS hoMeS

“There are many people in our industry 

who work extremely hard to deliver 

strong projects to their clients,  

and have done so for many years. 

To receive “Project of the Year” was  

humbling and something my staff,

 subs and investors will not forget. We  

are finishing the year on a high note 

and we truly thank your dedicated  

team of judges for their work! “

– Paul Harris, Cole Harris Homes
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W E ’ L L  H E L P  YO U 
T R A N S F O R M  A  H O U S E 

I N T O  A  H O M E .

401  WESTPORT AVE ,  NORWALK,  CT 06851   •   203 .847.2471 
 INFO@AITORO.COM   •   A ITORO.COM

WE’LL HELP YOU TRANSFORM 
A HOUSE INTO A HOME.

DELIVERING THE AITORO EXPERIENCE FOR OVER 70 YEARS

http://www.aitoro.com
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WARRANTY
PREMIUM EXTENDED MATERIAL

15 515 515 5 203-757-5000 www.ElevatorServiceCo.com
CT Lic.# ELV. 400105 R1  ~  RI Lic. # 21
MA Lic.# EC-000093

Providing not one, but all Major Manufacturers Equipment

203-757-5000 www.ElevatorServiceCo.com
CT Lic.# ELV. 400105 R1  ~  RI Lic. # 21
MA Lic.# EC-000093

Providing not one, but all Major Manufacturers Equipment

Ask about our Exclusive
Premium Extended Warranty
Ask about our Exclusive
Premium Extended Warranty

Elevator Service Company continues to raise the bar in home elevating solutions. We offer the 

widest range of products available in todays market, fully customizable options, and our promise 

to truly make it yours. We strive to provide the best products and services our industry has to offer.

ELEVATING LIFE

http://www.elevatorserviceco.com
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decorative plumbing | kitchen & bath cabinetry | lighting | tile & stone
Visit us at BenderShowrooms.com | 203.787.4288  

We put the “Show” into “Room”
Sending your clients to our award-winning New Haven showroom or our Norwalk 
and Waterbury showrooms will be a one-of-a-kind experience for them. They’ll 
marvel at the decorative bath, kitchen, tile and stone choices on display. They’ll 
love the exceptional service. They’ll be impressed by design experts who bring 
together function and budget in a setting that has won two HOBI awards. And, 
thanks to you, they’ll be inspired like never before.

© Bender Plumbing Supplies, Inc., 2019. All rights reserved.

http://www.bendershowrooms.com
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DIBIco WINS a recorD teN hoBI aWarDS
IN three DIffereNt cateGorIeS

T his year, Julio Dibiase and his team were recognized with four hous-

ing awards, three Special Focus Awards and three Sales & Marketing 

awards. This sets a new hobi record for number of awards won by one 

builder in the same year. What is even more impressive is the versatility 

that Dibico demonstrated in being honored in three separate categories!

in 1991, Julio Dibiase Jr. founded Dibico Construction, using the talent and 
knowledge passed on to him by his father, an italian immigrant, who grew from 
being a carpenter with a small woodshop in his garage, to a thriving custom 
remodeler and home builder. Today, Dibico Construction still brings that fine, 
detailed craftsmanship to each of their homes. based in Greenwich, CT, Dibico 
Construction has a solid reputation for building and remodeling outstanding 
quality homes throughout Fairfield and Westchester Counties and new York City. 
Moreover, Dibico is the only high-end custom home builder offering a comprehen-
sive suite of luxury building and lifestyle services that include home management 
– with scheduled preventative maintenance, repairs and lifestyle concierge  
- luxury renovations, and their exclusive “house-LiftTM” program, which won 
hobi awards.

Julio Dibiase built this subterranean Sports Annex for an athletic Greenwich family who take hockey and tennis very 

seriously. This detached structure is nestled into what was once a steep hill and is now the gentle slope of their back-

yard. At almost 70% below grade, it features a full sized hockey rink that transforms into a multi-sport court, and a fully 

outfitted clubhouse with catering kitchen, showers and barnwood walls. 

BeSt acceSSorY BUILDING

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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cUStoM hoMe of the Year
DIBIco INc.
MarcheSe GaShI archItectS

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

Julio DiBiase spent four years building this 34,000 

sf mahogany contemporary in Greenwich, de-

signed by Marchese Gashi with a wrap around moat 

and 6’X10 ft’ pivoting front door. Carved into the 

sloping hillside, the main house is spread over five 

levels - three above ground and two below, built with 

26 geothermal zones, 39 radiant heat zones and plaster 

walls over sound reducing quiet Rock®.  The lowest 

level includes an 18-car garage, a squash and basket-

ball court, a locker room and a recreation area.  The 

basement boasts a stunning indoor pool and spa with a 

green wall, a game room, gym, media room, wine cel-

lar and guest suites. 
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BeSt INterIor featUre - a stunning quarter-sawn oak floating staircase with custom lit handrails.

A wall of 11ft. high vit-
rocsa Swiss windows and 
a polished concrete floor 
highlight the two story 
living room with separate 
pocket doors leading to ex-
quisite his and her offices. 
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T he outdoor living environment of Dibico’s Custom home of the Year in Greenwich is lavish, and was recognized for 

its wrap around decks, balconies and several outdoor rooms. Featured on the cover of our fall issue of Connecticut 

Builder, the winning pool house design makes it difficult to tell where the outdoors ends and the indoors begin.  Disap-

pearing doors connect the outdoor and indoor living rooms which feature surround sound and a radiant heated deck. The 

spectacular invisible edge pool and and spa with waterfall and dramatic lighting, complete the resort-like feel.

BeSt oUtDoor LIVING eNVIroNMeNt  
aND BeSt PooL hoUSe

cUStoM hoMe of the Year
DIBIco INc.
MarcheSe GaShI archItectS
(continued)

Exquisite his and her offices are accessed from living room pocket door. his luxurious master closet is elegantly outfitted, and on the 
lowest level is the stunning infinity edge indoor pool and spa with green wall. 
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MURPHY BEDS   CLOSETS   PANTRIES   MUDROOMS      LAUNDRY ROOMS   UTILITY ROOMS   
 GARAGES   MEDIA CENTERS    WALL UNITS         HOME OFFICES   ACCESSORIES

1-888-THE-CLOSET
closetsandstorageconcepts.com/norwalk

HOBI 
AWARDS

HBRA OF CONNECTICUT
HOME BUILDING INDUSTRY AWARDS

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

https://closetandstorageconcepts.com/locations/norwalk/
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BeSt IN toWN cUStoM hoMe
eaSt coaSt StrUctUreS

John Sullivan and architect, Joe Matto, design built this classic Rowayton home with reclaimed beams in the family 

room, a reclaimed wood inset in the kitchen ceiling, this outstanding multi-purpose butler’s pantry office, a paneled 

study, shiplap bunk room, and this gorgeous master bedroom with fireplace and deck.
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BeSt NeW oLD hoMe
reDWooD coNStrUctIoN

C assie Stevenson meticulously renovated the circa 1645 Feake Ferris house - the oldest house in Greenwich - which 

now functions as her client’s offices. A breezeway connects it to the client’s new custom home, which features an 

underlit floating staircase, fumed oak floors, and a stunning kitchen with enormous 11’ X 6 ft bianco island and stainless 

cabinets.

  

T his cape by Early new England homes, is timber & conventionally framed with modern amenities and 1750’s style 

wide plank pine flooring and bee hive oven. 

oUtStaNDING NeW oLD hoMe  
cUStoM hoMe

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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n ick Tarzia built this modern nAhb Green Certified beach house in norwalk using Low E Marvin windows, 

a viessmann gas boiler, warmboard and radiant heat, a Tesla power wall and an abundance of outdoor living!

BeSt GreeN eNerGY-effIcIeNt hoMe
tarZIa GroUP

JIM FUHRMANN | WWW.JIMFUHRMANN.COM | 860.249.1341

http://www.jimfuhrmann.com
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BeSt MoDerN cUStoM hoMe
VIta DeSIGN GroUP

W hat a treat! Lucien vita & Gary Chase design built this exquisite modern home using Shou Sugi ban charred cy-

press siding, high performance European windows and doors and artistic sleek interiors that embrace the outdoors. 

A steel & glass canopy is cantilevered above the pool terrace dining, and a stunning master bath looks out to a roof garden.
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http://mason.ogind.com
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BeSt cUStoM hoMe 10,000-15,000 Sf
fore GroUP

F ore Group built this Georgian brick estate home on 60 acres in Marlborough. outdoor amenities include dining arbor, 

firepit, seating area and gated pool. 
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Celebrating 30 years of 
        home technology excellence

SOPHISTICATED HOME AUTOMATION
LIGHTING DESIGN, FIXTURE SUPPLIER, LIGHTING CONTROL SYSTEMS

MOTORIZED WINDOW TREATMENTS
ENVIRONMENT CONTROLS

WHOLE-HOME AUDIO/VIDEO SYSTEMS
CUSTOM HOME THEATER

SECURED HOME NETWORKS
SURVEILLANCE

InnerSpaceElectronics.com
74 Fox Island Rd., 

Port Chester, NY 10573
(914) 937-9700

http://www.innerspaceelectronics.com
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T his spectacular Sound beach design build custom 

home offers a dramatic entry foyer with slatted wood 

wall, glass railed staircase and contemporary dining room 

with glass wine closet beyond. 

BeSt hoMe KItcheN
The winning kitchen is designed by Doron Sabag with an 11ft 
ceiling, milk glass island, and unique Faber triple cylinder stain-
less hood above a 60” Wolf range. A striking office for the man of 
the house is outfitted with a FPL wall of blackened steel. 

BeSt cUStoM hoMe 8,000-10,000 Sf
SBP hoMeS
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BeSt cUStoM hoMe 6,000-7,000 Sf
SBP hoMeS

A nother elegant design build 
by Doran Sabag and Jim 

hoffman in the heart of Green-
wich, has beautiful symmetry and 
formal porte cochere that won 
bEST EnTRY.  A show stopping 
floating staircase and soaring 
skylit ceiling overlook the spec-
tacular family room with two story 
built-ins and wrap around glass 
rail balcony.

v innie Sciaretta built this 7,500 sf beauty designed by 
Michael Smith on two acres in Darien. The kitchen, family 

room and office open out to a elevated wraparound porch with 
concrete deck faced with Chinese granite and field stone veneer. 
The pool deck is also Chinese granite with blue stone coping and 
auto cover. The master suite balcony overlooking the pool has 
heated flooring for instant snow removal.
 

BeSt cUStoM hoMe 7,000 -8,000 Sf
VaS coNStrUctIoN
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F ore Group built this stately stone and clapboard home in 
Farmington featuring a striking family room with built-ins, 

fully equipped bar and butler’s pantry in gentleman gray, as well 
as a winning eight car heated garage. 

BeSt hartforD coUNtY cUStoM hoMe 
fore GroUP

Joe Filanowski built this charming shingle style home with first floor Weiland window walls and contemporary spaces, a cantile-
vered porch with cozy outdoor kitchen & fireplace and an infinity edge pool built against the foundation with acrylic glass wall and 

a pool length linear gas “Wall of Fire” that won bEST ouTDooR FEATuRE. 

BeSt cUStoM hoMe 5,000-6,000 Sf
j&j cUStoM hoMeS
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R yan Fletcher built this modern Redding farmhouse designed 
by Chris Pagliaro, PbS Architects, with a dramatic two 

story interior space with open bridge, and a 500 bottle floating 
wine room on cables, and black windows framing the landscape. 
on the upper levels, a cathedral plank ceiling game room and 
cathedral master suite. 

BeSt cUStoM hoMe 4,000-5,000 Sf
fLetcher DeVeLoPMeNt

D avid Preka built this 2,800 sf home at 5 Grove Avenue in Mystic, 
designed by Point one, with charming columned front porch, hardie 

siding, brick piers, lattice skirt, metal roof and guest apartment over de-
tached garage.

BeSt cUStoM hoMe  
UNDer 3,000 Sf
aDVaNceD GroUP
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BeSt cUStoM hoMe 3,000-4,000 Sf
BLUeWater hoMe BUILDerS

B ob Sprouls and Darren Andreoli built this Westport custom – designed by Tanner White for a woman sculptor – and every room 
overlooks the water. The artistically modern interior is focused on the water and features stainless steel counters and flat panel 

cabinetry. The master bath is outfitted in elegant, yet calming, moss green tile, with a picture window framing the water. The third 
floor balcony entertainment space, pictured earlier in this article, won ouTSTAnDinG SPECiAL PuRPoSE RooM. This custom 
winner epitomizes the luxury housing trend to smaller homes with breathtaking views.  

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

Jim blansfield and Michael Lobuglio design built this Danbury custom home. The stunning  kitchen is designed by Jason Landau 
with olive wood island, quartz counters, and LED lighting delineating the dining area. Skillful interior design by At home Design 

is evident in the family room pictured here with plush furniture, unique fireplace and deeply coffered ceiling.  The spectacular master 
bath features a shower big enough a couple to enter or either side and meet in the middle! 

oUtStaNDING cUStoM hoMe 3,000-4,000 Sf
BLaNSfIeLD BUILDerS

John Ricci made every inch count in this 843 square foot 1 bedroom 2 bath Milford 
beach house with parking under, and ship lap walls in the two story family room, and 

unobstructed views.

BeSt Not So BIG cUStoM hoMe 
rIccI coNStrUctIoN
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B ob Sprouls and Darren Andreoli of bluewater home builders have been recognized with this top 

award an amazing four times in the last six years! That is quite an achievement, and a tribute to 

the talent and personalities of this trendsetting duo. They continue to be intuitive about the changing 

desires of their Westport market, and they never stop innovating and reinventing their homebuilding 

business. 

This year bluewater won the top award, as well as bEST SPEC hoME $3-4 MiLLion for this four level nan-
tucket shingle style they built on a steeply pitched site – which is their specialty – and in their favorite Compo 
beach neighborhood of Westport.. 

SPec hoMe of the Year
BLUeWater hoMe BUILDerS

The home’s foyer gallery was creatively designed by Anthony Tartaglia with open shelved rift sawn oak built-ins, which allow a view 
into the family room, living room, and to a stunning landscaped patio and pool beyond.
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The eye-catching all white kitchen fea-
tures glassos bar stool island and a sun 
drenched breakfast area overlooking the 
back yard. The second floor master suite 
offers his and her dressing rooms, a spa-
cious tray ceiling master bedroom with hi 
gloss charcoal gray ship lap fireplace wall 
and private balcony, and a transitional 
master bath with radiantly heated natural 
stone floor, floating double vanity and 
stand alone soaking tub. 



40  Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

i n a tribute to the diverse quality work 
being done by builders in our small 

state, Dan Sirois built this three bedroom, 
three bath home in oakville, Litchfield 
County. The home features a beautifully 
detailed exterior with burgundy clad 
Marvin windows, an iCF foundation 
and a two story Great Room with stone 
fireplace, and is listed at $349,000.

BeSt SPec hoMe UNDer $500,000
SeaD hoMeS

 

Exceptional Products & Fabrication

gaultstone.com

WESTPORT SHOWROOM
203.227.5181

BETHEL SHOWROOM
203.790.9023

Visit our new Westport showroom for 
an interactive stone experience!

http://www.gaultstone.com
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R ajean Carrier built this four 
bedroom home in Farm-

ington with thick granite island, 
luxury stainless appliances and 
lower level theater. it’s listed 
at $649,000, and is one of five 
at Sanford Cove, which won 
ouTSTAnDinG CLuSTER 
CoMMuniTY.

BeSt SPec hoMe UNDer $500,000-750,000
oUtStaNDING cLUSter coMMUNItY
BY carrIer

John olsen built this 5,000 sf 
Fairfield spec with two story 

family room & wide plank oak 
floors, elegant marble mas-
ter bath with mirrored linen 
closets, and a huge unfinished 
Wob and attic $1.8 million.

BeSt SPec hoMe $1-2 MILLIoN
oLSeN BUILt hoMeS

R ob & Marc Michaud built 
this in town Fairfield home 

in cedar shake with mahogany 
porch, viking appliances and 
wine fridge and a marble master 
bath with split vanities and a 
stand alone tub. it SoLD during 
framing $1.27 million.

BeSt IN toWN SPec hoMe 
MIchaUD GroUP
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http://www.robertsins.com
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T his 5,000 sf Westport farmhouse style spec home by David vynerib features a stunning living room with linear fireplace and a 
spectacular tent ceiling master bedroom with another linear fireplace. The home SoLD in just 10 days at $2 million.

BeSt SPec hoMe $2-3 MILLIoN
cco haBItat

M ilton Development built this striking Compo beach contemporary in Westport 
designed by Donald Fairbanks in white stucco with black framed windows, 

balconies on each floor, and a roof deck, which won ouTSTAnDinG ouTDooR 
FEATuRE. inside – modern black stained cabinetry with no hardware and interiors by 
Ariana Thill & heike heim. 

oUtStaNDING coNteMPorarY SPec hoMe 
MILtoN DeVeLoPMeNt
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COUNTY HAS ALL YOUR APPLIANCE & SMART HOME NEEDS

2770 Summer Street • Stamford, CT 06905 • 203-327-2630
STORE HOURS: MON & THURS: 9AM-9PM | TUES, WED, FRI & SAT: 9AM-6PM | SUN: 11AM-5PM

From Kitchen Appliances 
to Home Automation... WE HAVE IT ALL!

BEST SERVICE AT THE GUARANTEED BEST PRICE  In-Store And Online

www.countytv.com

HBRA_Program_FP_May18.qxp_Layout 1  5/16/18  5:46 PM  Page 1

CONGRATS
TO ALL 

HOBI AWARD
WINNERS!

http://www.countytv.com
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T his classic new Canaan home by Riverside Design + 
build is designed by Michelle Rudolph with dramatic 

25 ft high curtain wall on axis with an infinity edge pool 
that won bEST EXTERioR/inTERioR FEATuRE.  
Gracious interiors are beautifully detailed and include a 
stunning double island kitchen. 

BeSt SPec hoMe $4-5 MILLIoN
rIVerSIDe DeSIGN + BUILD

T im o’Malley nailed it once again with this American shingle style in 
Riverside, designed by Mockler Taylor with arched portico and gra-

cious foyer with rift sawn oak floors and built-ins throughout. it SoLD at 
$5.4 mil or $1,198 sf.

BeSt SPec hoMe $5-6 MILLIoN
arGUS DeVeLoPMeNt
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T his new Canaan colonial by Fore 
Group opens to a graceful wrap around 

main staircase, large island kitchen, a win-
ning mudroom and back stair. The bEST 
MASTER bATh is designed with a unique 
back to back glass box shower and soaking 
tub/ and the bEST WALK-in CLoSET is 
equipped with an island dresser.

BeSt SPec hoMe $6-7 MILLIoN
fore GroUP

A t Toll brothers single family community, Estates at South Windsor, in just one 
year, nikki, Shannon & Marie sold 34 of 45 homes at $500,000-1million. The 

Columbia Devonshire model features outdoor dining and firepit, two story family room, 
luxury kitchen and three chandelier master walk-in closet. 

BeSt traDItIoNaL coMMUNItY
BeSt SINGLe faMILY hoMe oVer $800,000
toLL BrotherS INc. - eStateS at SoUth WINDSor
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C anal Crossing in hamden is a gated apartment com-

munity of seven solar powered buildings which are 

being built by Franklin Construction. The first 3 buildings are 

completed, and they fully leased in less than one year! 

Millennials love the amenity rich living, like the bark Park, “a Dis-
neyland for dogs”, which won bEST CoMMuniTY AMEniTY, 
and the WinninG post & beam CLubhouSE with 24 hr. fitness 
center and lounge, outdoor kitchen and firepit and salt water pool. 
Each apartment has a patio or balcony and keyless entry, and 20% 
are affordable. Rents range from $1,000-$2,400 per month. 

Canal Crossing LLC also won bEST CoMMuniTY WEbSiTE 
for LiveatCanalCrossing.com, which is interactive with 3D floor-
plans that give dimensions of rooms.

coMMUNItY of the Year
caNaL croSSING LLc

http://www.liveatcanalcrossing.com
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over the past four months lumber prices bottomed in early november, then rose slowly with some ups and downs through 
mid-January and then took off following the rally in the Futures Market.  Plywood continued dropping through late De-

cember and increased slowly through January. oSb has been flat since late December after dropping through the fall. Prices 
are close to where they were two years ago before tariffs were mentioned.
What has happened? 
Since September, Douglas Fir is down 2% (it was down 12% at its low), while KDSPF is down 11% (it was down 17%). 
Douglas Fir plywood is down 16% (it was down 19%) and oSb is down 29%. KDSPF is currently at a larger than normal 

discount of 15% to Douglas Fir. 
Why has this happened? 
Supply and demand reached equilibrium in early november in the case of lumber, later in the case of plywood and oSb. There are supply 
shortages primarily in b.C. which are causing the current run up.
British Columbia 
The annual allowable cut and hence production is still dropping in b.C.. This is an ongoing situation and will continue for years. There are also 
some short term log shortages causing temporary mill curtailments.
Forest Fires 
2018’s severe forest fire season was not as disruptive to the lumber industry as 2017’s. There is finally talk of better managing forests, remov-
ing brush and dead or dying trees. This will be very helpful in the long run. We’ll have to wait and see what happens in 2019.
Imports 
Lumber imports continued to increase, primarily in European Spruce species. While these are generally very nice in appearance, strength var-
ies significantly from species to species and all are weaker than domestic and Canadian KDSPF. be sure to refer to the appropriate span tables 
if you use these. imports of framing lumber are still insignificant compared to the volumes from Canada.
Conclusion
Pay attention! My last conclusion was right on, if i do say so myself. Going into the spring i would expect prices to rise as demand increases 
seasonally. Lumber supply will increase in the southern u.S. this year as new and expanded mills come on line. oSb prices may be held down 
as significant new production is coming on line as well. With a bit of luck, we may not repeat the cycle of the last two years. n

Lumber Market Update
by Frank Sanford, Sanford & hawley, inc.  

quality building Materials Since 1884

http://www.superiorathome.com
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A t by Carrier’s Washington Farms community in burlington, a buyer collects cars, so Rajean Carrier built a side 
entry 3 bay garage and continued the driveway to two more bays under the deck! 

BeSt SINGLe faMILY hoMe $600,000-750,000
BY carrIer 

T &M homes won 
for this model at 

South Windsor Woods 
with skylit kitchen 
with tiered island, a 
formal dining room 
and master bath with 
soaking tub and 
shower at $515,000

BeSt SINGLe faMILY hoMe $500,000-600,000
t&M hoMeS 

A t Suffield Chace, T&M’s Grand Plus model features a bar stool kitchen and mud room/hobby room off the garage. over the two 
car garage is a 3rd bedroom with two walk-in closets and tech zone. 

BeSt SINGLe faMILY hoMe $400,000-500,000
t&M hoMeS 
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W indover in norwalk is a hamlet of 8 homes by 

Silver heights Development & beinfield Architec-

ture with colonial new England exteriors and that modern 

WoW factor inside. Pictured, the saltbox model with dra-

matic vaulted ceiling, steel trussed family room, floating 

kitchen, and sliding barn door to the bEST buTLER’S 

PAnTRY with Sub Zero wine fridge and dishwasher.  

Two homes SoLD on the first day at an average sale  

of $1.5 million.

BeSt cLUSter coMMUNItY &  
BeSt PocKet coMMUNItY
SILVer heIGhtS DeVeLoPMeNt for WINDoVer IN NorWaLK
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BeSt MID-PrIceD coNDoMINIUM coMMUNItY
BY carrIer for YorKShIre at farMINGtoN

A t Yorkshire at Farmington, Johnny Carrier is building 94 condominiums in vinyl clapboard siding with cedar accents, open floor 
plans, thick granite counters and hobi winning a clubhouse with downstairs English pub. Thirty units are sold with 19 contracts 

in the last nine months at an average sales price of $500,000.

K enny Horton won Project of the Year for the 1st phase mill 
building at 66 High Street in Guilford. now he is construct-

ing three new steel frame buildings with parking under, four units 
per floor, at sales prices of $625,000 to $1.9 million. This 4,000 sf 
condo combines two units and features a high end kitchen, luxury 
master bath, master bedroom balcony and a 2nd balcony over-
looking Long island Sound. it SoLD at $2.4 million. 

BeSt LUXUrY coNDoMINIUM coMMUNItY
BeSt LUXUrY coNDoMINIUM UNIt
hortoN GroUP
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BeSt LUXUrY toWNhoUSe coMMUNItY & BeSt LUXUrY toWNhoUSe
LoVe Where YoU LIVe hoMeS

D anielle bijanada and her father, Glen Tatangelo, developed and built this gated 16 townhome community - classic Southport on 
the outside, and eyepopping modern inside with an open living, dining and kitchen gathering space. To accommodate aging in 

palace for their empty nester market, they offer an elevator option. A walk out terrace level is designed with a floating floor in linen 
finish tile. The Village at Southport Sold out in 15 months at an average sales price of $1 million.

BeSt 55+ coMMUNItY
BeSt MID-PrIceD toWNhoUSe
toLL BrotherS INc. for the 
eNcLaVe at rIVINGtoN

T he Enclave is a 55+ neighborhood of 21 attached carriage 
homes at Toll brothers Rivington in Danbury. homeowners 

have access to the 15,000 sf Rivington Club for resort style liv-
ing. The bucknell model with two story dining, cathedral ceiling 
family room and kitchen, 1st floor master suite and 2nd floor loft 
at a sales price of $615,000.

S antini homes has the formu-
la for success with its rental 

community in Ellington. The 
clapboard and stone townhouse 
buildings have the look of large 
single family homes with pri-
vate porches, unfinished base-
ments for storage and attached 
one and two car garages. A number of units have elevators and 
all have access to two clubhouses and an outdoor patio with grill 
and firepit. Rents range from $1,700-2,700 per month.

BeSt toWNhoUSe reNtaL coMMUNItY
SaNtINI hoMeS for  
Deer VaLLeY North
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reMoDeLeD hoMe of the Year
PrUttING & coMPaNY

P rutting and Joeb Moore architects transformed a 1964 

mid century modern Greenwich home into a spectacular 

11,700 sf showpiece. The extremely challenging $5-7 mil-

lion renovation involved removing and rebuilding the exist-

ing exterior roof and walls and constructing a 94 foot long 

addition, using a scaffolding system to protect the wetlands. 

The result: floor to ceiling windows, venetian plaster walls, 

stainless steel and Porcelanosa kitchen counters, a long 

linear fireplace in the living room, and walls of glass framing 

the Thoreau reminiscent brook and landscape.  
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#1 
REAL ESTATE

BRAND OF  
THE YEAR

WE LEAD THE WAY.
Named the Real Estate Brand of the Year and  

Most Trusted Real Estate Company, according to  
the 30th annual Harris Poll Equitrend Study.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices is consistently true to our values,  
making us one of the most respected and admired companies year after year. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Gregg B. Wagner, Regional Vice President, New Homes and Land Director  |  Mobile: 203.979.2652

Call us today to realize your real estate objectives with our new development expertise. 
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John Kavounas preserved and refurbished the historic details of this Greenwich historic District home including brick, 
trim, slate roof, lighting and door handles. Paul hopper architect

BeSt hIStorIc rehaB
reD caNoe PartNerS

D an Morgan restored this 1810 Farmington home with new siding, 
windows and roof, preserving the home’s period features, while 

renovating the kitchen and three baths for today’s living. 

BeSt aNtIQUe hoMe reStoratIoN
MorGaN coNtractING



56  Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019

http://www.torrcodesigncenter.com
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S cott hobbs did a masterful job turning a stucco Mediterranean into 

this classic hamptons getaway. it features gray stained floors and 

two story living room, billiards room with built-ins and wood chandelier, 

a dining room with fanciful shutters opening to the kitchen with cerused 

oak cabinets, a serene tent ceiling master bedroom, gorgeous mosaic tile 

tub backdrop in the master bath and whimsical windmill shed.

BeSt VacatIoN hoMe reMoDeL
hoBBS INc.

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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Planning
Legal solutions for solid foundations. 

For decades, we have advised corporations, 

developers, lenders, non-profit institutions, 

governmental entities, and individuals on 

their most complex and notable transactions.

Land Use is a core focus of our law firm. 
shipmangoodwin.com/landuse

GREENWICH    |    HARTFORD    |    LAKEVILLE    |    NEW HAVEN    |    NEW YORK    |    STAMFORD    |    WASHINGTON DC

Contact: Timothy S. Hollister at (860) 251-5000

http://www.tileamerica.com
https://www.shipmangoodwin.com/real-estate-and-land-use
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L ast year, hurricane irma destroyed 
Kenny horton’s Florida Keys vaca-

tion home and the grounds were filled 
with 3 feet of sand. Look at it now!! 
Kenny and crew restored the beach with 
new palm trees and boat docks, and 
rebuilt the interior in a record 6 weeks at 
a cost of $1 million. 

oUtStaNDING VacatIoN hoMe reMo
hortoN GroUP

i n downtown Westport, Paul harris turned a post & beam home into 
this stunning remodel with 10ft ceilings, open family room dining and 

kitchen, a beautiful two story 1st floor master with porch, and a charming 
garden patio. Then he remodeled an antique cottage on the property as a 
studio apartment. 

BeSt IN toWN hoMe reMoDeL
archetYPe

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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STYLE + ELEGANCE + FUNCTION

CABINETS, VANITIES, COUNTERTOPS, 
CLOSETS AND STORAGE SOLUTIONS, AND FINISHING TOUCHES 

FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROJECTS

VIKINGKITCHENS.COM  •  860-223-7101

Viking CT Builder Ad 2018 final.indd   1 9/13/18   3:28 PM

http://www.vikingkitchens.com
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C ole harris homes salvaged the foundation and 20% of the framing of this Darien home, transforming it on the outside, and creat-
ing open floor plan living and a fabulous kitchen with awning windows looking out to the garden.

BeSt reSIDeNtIaL reMoDeL $1-2 MILLIoN
coLe harrIS hoMeS

Jim blansfield and team transformed the exterior of a Danbury home to this appealing one, and then did an 
exceptional remodel of the interior with a square paneled entry and striking dining room, a gorgeous  

Jason Landau kitchen with double quartz waterfall islands, framed grasscloth ceiling and white oak cabinets, 
a dedicated sewing room with porcelain tile floor and beamed media room. interiors by At Home Design

BeSt reSIDeNtIaL reMoDeL $750,000 -1 MILLIoN
BLaNSfIeLD BUILDerS

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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© 2018 James Hardie Building Products Inc. All Rights Reserved. AD1511-NE-06/18

James Hardie  fiber cement products are Engineered for Climate . For® ®

uncompromising performance, our HZ5  siding and trim are specifically.®

designed to resist shrinking, swelling and cracking even after years of wet
or freezing conditions. A James Hardie exterior can help keep your homes
looking beautiful longer – no matter what nature brings.

http://www.jameshardiepros.com


63  Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

BeSt reSIDeNtIaL reMoDeL $500,000 -750,000
DaVeNPort hoMe

H ere’s a fabulous kitchen in a gut renovated Greenwich townhouse by Davenport home. The kitchen is open to a stunning family 
room with formal fireplace and gray painted woodwork and beams. (Sterling Design Associates)

BeSt reSIDeNtIaL reMoDeL $250,000 - 500,000
heMINGWaY coNStrUctIoN

H emingway Construction and architect Jon halper renovated 
a Westport Georgian with a stunning gray stained white oak 

kitchen breakfast room and hi gloss blue metallic car paint for the 
butler’s pantry. 

W ernert Associates design built two additions for this 
outstanding Contemporary Remodel in Stamford, which 

features a 25 ft folding glass wall to the patio and this contempo-
rary kitchen.

oUtStaNDING coNteMPorarY  reMoDeL
WerNert aSSocIateS
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OR

www.CTLighting.com www.myRLG.com

SHOP SHOWROOM

SHOP ONLINE

OPEN  
7 Days &  
5 Nights

OPEN  
7 Days &  
2 Nights

u

u

u

u

u

u
OR

See it.

Search it.

Touch it.

Click it.     

Take it home.

Ship it home.

HARTFORD  860-249-7631
160 BRAINARD RD (I-91• EXIT 27)

SOUTHINGTON  860-621-7585
50 GRAHAM PLACE (I-84• EXIT 32) 
– next to Pilgrim Furniture & CAFD

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-8pm 
Sat 9-5pm • Sun 12-5pm

HARTFORD  860-493-2532 
167 BRAINARD RD (I-91• EXIT 27)

Across the street from 
Connecticut Lighting Centers

Hours: M-W 9-6pm • Th-F 9-8pm 
Sat 9-5pm • Sun 12-5pm

Thousands of products on  
display and in stock so you can  
See it, Touch it & Take it Home Today!

Worth a TRIP from ANYWHERE!
Providing excellent service, largest selection  
in New England & everyday low prices.

Locally family owned & operated since 1972 – now in 3rd generation.

 ● 3 Amazing Showrooms in Hartford & Southington
 ● Open 7 Days and 5 Nights
 ● Experienced, Professional Staff
 ● Over 1000 Sq. ft. Decorative Hardware Showroom
 ● Window Shades in both motorized and manual
 ● Lighting Controls & Home Automation
 ● Over 180 Ceiling Fans on Display
 ● Mirrors & Home Accessories
 ● Exclusive 5-yr Warranty on LED Bulbs
 ● Over 1000 Lamp Shades in stock
 ● Vintage & Antique Lighting
 ● Restoration & Repair

CONNECTICUT LIGHTING CENTERS & 
RESTORATION LIGHTING GALLERY

http://www.ctlighting.com
http://www.myrlg.com
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K arp architect, Robin Carroll, 
turned an old new Canaan 

two family into a home for her 
family by recycling, reusing & 
reclaiming materials, like this 
kitchen with Sub Zero and viking 
appliances and cabinets from 
Green Demolitions $6,000, as well 
as 1950’s retro metal cabinets at 
$200. Total cost of the full house 
renovation was $150,000 or $68 sf.

BeSt reSIDeNtIaL reMoDeL $100,000-250,000
KarP aSSocIateS

C onstruction Mangement Group renovated this 1800’s home in Stamford’s Shippan Point with 12ft wide counterweight 
window, suspended steel balconies , Doug fir post & beam, a bunk room and a whimsical kid’s bath. 

BeSt Not So BIG reMoDeL 
coNStrUctIoN MaNaGeMeNt GroUP
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This is the place for you. Imagine hundreds of exceptional bath, kitchen  
and lighting products from trusted brands, in settings that help you envision them 
in your own home. You’ll find classic styles alongside the newest trends. A friendly, 
accessible staff offers guidance and detailed coordination to ensure that your project 
goes smoothly. Find your showroom hours online and stop by to explore.

For custom home builders, architects & designers: frankwebb.com/professionals.

HARTFORD, CT 200 Locust Street
STAMFORD, CT 200 Richmond Hill Avenue

MERIDEN, CT 30 Pomeroy Avenue
WATERBURY, CT 737 Bank Street

WATERFORD, CT 570 Vauxhall Street Ext.

WEBB_CT_Builder_12_18.indd   1 12/12/18   4:02 PM

http://www.frankwebb.com
http://www.frankwebb.com/professionals
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BeSt reMoDeLeD KItcheN 
DoMUS coNStrUctorS

Chris Shea demolished everything, and then installed 8” Ameri-
can cherry floors and this beautiful 300sf all white kitchen with 
seating for seven in a Fairfield home.

BeSt reMoDeLeD LoWer LeVeL
fore GroUP

Fore Group remodeled the entire lower level of a Marlborough 
home with this home theater, a gym, sauna and bunk room.

BeSt reMoDeLeD Bath UNDer $100,000
cLarK coNStrUctIoN

Ross Clark created a modern master bath in this Ridgefield 
home with barrier free shower, porcelain slab wall, heated her-
ringbone tile floor, Kohler veil intelligent toilet and window seat 
with storage drawer. $89,000 

BeSt LUXUrY reMoDeLeD Bath 
froNt roW KItcheNS

Front Row Kitchens used shiplap walls, double vanities and a 
separate one for makeup, a walk-in shower and frosted glass door 
to the sauna in this charming new Canaan master bath remodel. 

BeSt LUXUrY reMoDeLeD Bath 
heMINGWaY coNStrUctIoN

how amazing is this 
18ft long marble bath 
by hemingway with 
bluestone floor, interior 
soaking tub and this 
exterior hot tub on the 
opposite side of a wall of 
glass $164,000.
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• Manufactured and Natural Stone Veneers 

• Outdoor Kitchens, Fireplaces and Fire pits 

•  Granite Steps and Cobblestones 

•  Granite Benches and Birdbaths 

•  Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 

• Natural Fieldstone and Flagging 

• Antique & Reclaimed Natural Stone 

• Masonry Saws and Diamond Blades 

• Interlocking Concrete Pavers & Retaining 

Wall Systems 

• Premium Bluestone 

• Tools & Accessories 

• Bulk Decorative Stone 

1370 John Fitch Blvd. RT. 5, P.O. Box 185 

South Windsor, CT 06074-0185 

860.289.7778 phone    

860.282-9885 fax 

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS 
OF EXCELLENCE 

http://www.newenglandsilica.com
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Leigh overland connected two sepa-
rate homes on this precipitous site in 
Danbury, by creating an energy-effi-
cient 35’ entry with elevator.

BeSt reMoDeLeD eNtrY
LeIGh oVerLaND archItect

The Mill River Park Carousel building in Stamford 
is truly a design and construction marvel!

Designed by Gary organschi and built by Karp’s 
Paul Stone, it features a retractable glass curtain 
wall, a laminated wood oculus wood ceiling, and of 
course – a whimsical Carousel Works carousel. 

BeSt NeW coMMercIaL BUILDING oVeraLL
KarP aSSocIateS

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s
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Think twice.
Build it once.

DuPont™ Tyvek® HomeWrap®.  
Builder Magazine’s Top-Rated Weather Barrier. 17 Years in a Row.

DuPont™ Tyvek® HomeWrap® is the original house wrap. Over 30 years ago,  
DuPont invented the house wrap category with the introduction of Tyvek® HomeWrap®. 
Today it protects millions of homes.

In fact, Tyvek® HomeWrap® is made of a unique material that helps prevent  
the infiltration of air and water into exterior walls, while allowing water vapor  
to escape and reducing the chance of mold and water damage.

As a result, Tyvek® HomeWrap® can help reduce home energy bills, improve  
the durability of the building and help improve occupant comfort. For your residential 
construction projects, be sure to install Tyvek® HomeWrap® for superior performance.

The difference is DuPont™ Tyvek®. weatherization.tyvek.com

Copyright © 2015 DuPont. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, HomeWrap® and Tyvek® are registered trademarks or trademarks  
of E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its affiliates. 

http://weatherization.tyvek.com
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oUtStaNDING NeW coMMercIaL BUILDING
hortoN GroUP

in Guilford, Kenny horton constructed this 16,000 sf office 
building using hardie siding and Azek trim. one of three in his 
Goose Lane Office Park, it’s fully leased at triple net $26 sf.

Murphy brothers turned Sotheby’s Greenwich offices modern with italian wood plank floors, fabric walls, ceiling 
changes and electronic film for privacy. Michael Murphy presented the award with the architect who designed 
the renovation, Gregg DeAngelis, to Pam Pagnani, vice President, and brokerage Manager of Sotheby's interna-
tional Realty, to the applause of the 50+ Sotheby’s agents, who call this their home office. Pam summed up a job 
well done, “Thank you for bringing a vision to life and providing our agents with the best place to work.” 
   

BeSt faIrfIeLD coUNtY coMMercIaL rehaB
MUrPhY BrotherS coNtractING

Murphy brothers built this outdoor room overlooking the hud-
son River using a Renson pergola system with motorized drop 
screens, LED lighting and louvers for shade.

BeSt oUtDoor featUre  
MUrPhY BrotherS  
coNtractING
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64 South Main Street, South Norwalk, CT • 800-845-8247 • clarkeliving.com

Invite your clients to explore the world’s finest appliances, taste culinary excellence and find design inspiration.
For more on our builder programs, call Joe Tanguay at 800-842-5275 x225.

New England’s Official Sub-Zero, Wolf & Cove Showroom and Test Kitchen

CLK_Ct Builder.indd   1 2/1/19   2:24 PM

http://www.clarkeliving.com
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oUtStaNDING SPecIaL PUrPoSe rooM 
BY a SUPPLIer

This striking 900 sf irish pub by west Hartford stairs & Cabinets 
is built in white oak and features  an angled bar, foot rail and 
built-in cooler, wine fridge and Tv. 

SPecIaL focUS aWarDS

BeSt INterIor featUre BY a SUPPLIer

Karen bradbury, Closet & storage Concepts of norwalk, 
designed this elegant multi-purpose wood wall with shelving, 
drawers and two concealed Murphy beds. The creative solution 
turns the den into a glamorous guest suite. 

This bali inspired outdoor pavilion by fairfield House & garden 
is constructed with Western red cedar and offers cooking, dining, 
Tv and a unobstructed view of the pool & tennis court.

oUtStaNDING KItcheN BY a SUPPLIer

viking Kitchen Cabinets won for this Milford kitchen designe 
by Stacey Trachten with honed quartz island, unique black stone 
farm sink, Greenfield cabinets, La Cornue range and integrated 
Sub Zero with wine cooler. 

BeSt oUtDoor rooM
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LUXURY BUiLt-in AppLiAnces
for Architects • Builders • Designers • Developers

now Available at America’s Largest Multi-Family Builder Distributor

*Photo shows
 SubZero Wolf Cove

 Appliances

DesignerDesigner

150 pRice pARKWAY, FARMinGDALe, nY
800-368-6869  •  FAX: 800-479-0336  •  email: builders@pcrichard.com  •  pcrichard.com/content/builders

5 Distribution Centers In The Northeast:
Farmingdale, NY • Carteret, NJ • Bridgeport, CT • Manchester, CT • Baltimore, MD

For over 100 years P.C. Richard & Son has been providing

the Building Industry with unbeatable service, integrity and reliability.

We distribute to New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,

Washington D.C., Massachusetts, and Rhode Island with professional next day delivery available.

We have all your appliance needs including Asko u Beko u Bertazzoni u Best u Blomberg u Bosch
u DCS u Electrolux u Faber u Fisher & Paykel u Franke u Frigidaire u GE Cafe u GE Monogram u Jenn-Air
u KitchenAid u Liebherr u Miele u SubZero Wolf Cove* u Thermador u Viking

http://www.pcrichard.com/content/builders
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BeSt hoMe techNoLoGY

innerspace electronics oufitted this winning Sound beach 
home with Lutron homeworks lighting control and 26 audio 
video zones. A motorized ceiling lift transforms the rec room Tv 
to a 110 inch movie screen. 

BeSt GreeN featUre

A Tamarack Technologies ghost whole House fan at T&M’s 
Gledhill Estates model home is app controlled and saves up to 
90% on AC. 

BeSt coNStrUctIoN techNoLoGY

T&M won for the U 
Moen digital shower 
they are showcasing 
in their model home at 
Gledhill Estates. it’s 
voice or phone controlled 
and installs easily under 
a cabinet. 

oUtStaNDING oUtDoor rooM

Murphy brothers used shingle style architecture and nana 
Walls to create this fabulous indoor/outdoor room for a home. 

BeSt coMMercIaL aMeNItY

Torrison stone & garden transformed a tired, outdated Palmer 
Field in Middletown into this new one with new ticket booth, 
viewing deck and park like setting. 

BeSt hoMe eLeVator
elevator service Company 
installed this Symmetry 
hydraulic home elevator 
with raised panel cherry cab 
in a new hartford home. 
According to ESCo owner, 
Steve Roth, “home elevators 
are in demand for vertical 
transportation convenience, 
as well as to overcome the 
elevation challenges of flood 
prone areas and the needs of 
older parents living with their children or empty nesters wanting 
to age in place.” See business Product news.   

SPecIaL focUS aWarDS



76  Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

At Hillcrest Village in Southington, verna offers a package 
portal option that solves the secure home delivery problem. A 
keyless entry side door off the garage gives access to delivery-
men and keeps your packages secure and dry. 

BeSt oPtIoN UPGraDe

BeSt ShoWrooM aWarDS

Bender was recognized with both Showroom and Commercial Rehab awards for their 21,000 sf renovation of an 1889 warehouse on 
East Street in new haven as a kitchen, bath tile and lighting showroom. The stunning space features exposed brick and ductwork as a 
backdrop for faucet and fixture displays as well as working kitchens, lighting and tile.

BeSt NeW haVeN coUNtY ShoWrooM oVer 10,000 Sf
BeSt NeW haVeN coUNtY coMMercIaL rehaB
BeNDer ShoWrooMS

BeSt LarGe faIrfIeLD coUNtY ShoWrooM 
aItoro ShoWrooMS

in Aitoro’s fabulous 12,000 sf norwalk showroom, cus-
tomers can test drive the kitchens, as with this recently 
remodeled Monogram Miele area with extreme water-
fall island! 

SPecIaL focUS aWarDS
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BeSt faIrfIeLD coUNtY ShoWrooM  
UNDer 5,000 Sf

in the small showroom category, gault stone is a stand out in 
Fairfield County, with their touch screen work stations, 14 ft 
screen for lifesize inspiration and 250 products on display.

oUtStaNDING SMaLL ShoWrooM

o&g redesigned their 20 year old Earth Products showroom in 
bridgeport with creatively displayed kitchen & bath vignettes & 
tile products. 

BeSt ProDUct ShoWrooM 5,000-10,000 Sf
BeSt NeW LoNDoN coUNtY ShoWrooM UNDer 5,000 Sf
tILe aMerIca

Tile america’s new haven showroom has 
20 vignettes and feature walls showcas-
ing the latest tile with quality plumbing 
fixtures from Torrco. in new London, Tile 
America opened this winning showroom – 
its 7th in CT. 

BeSt BUILDer ShoWrooM

And builder John ricci partnered with Kitchens & baths by 
Matter of Style, and built this Cheshire office showroom with 
James hardie exterior, kitchen, bath & mudroom vignettes, and 
his construction offices above. 
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denise walsh & partners
YOUR BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE GROUP

MARKETING YOUR BRAND & YOUR HOMES
FROM THE GROUND UP

LUXURY TOWNHOME COMMUNITIES | SUBDIVISIONS | DUPLEX-STYLE TOWNHOMES  

SPEC HOMES | PRE-CONSTRUCTION & CUSTOM HOMES | LAND AQUISITION

203.259.7653 | WALSHANDPARTNERS.COM | INFO@WALSHANDPARTNERS.COM

DENISE WALSH | JESSICA WALSH | KAITLYN WALSH | PAULETTE CUOZZO | PAM FERNBERG 
CHRISTINE MCKINNEY | ALEXANDRA KUSHNIR | SANDIE KINSELEY

Over $25 Million in New Construction Sold in 2018

Welcome to our  
New Construction Divison.

http://www.walshandpartners.com
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2018 NeW hoMe SaLeSPerSoN of the Year
DeNISe WaLSh
 

L-R Kaitlyn Walsh, Jessica Walsh & Denise Walsh 

With over $20 million in sales and $11.6 million in current 
deposits, Denise Walsh, Denise Walsh Partners/William Raveis 
Real Estate is a firebrand. She and her team are valued by their 
developer and builder clients for their marketing skill, creative 
ideas and strategic social media campaigns! Denise Walsh 
Partners was recognized with two additional hobi marketing 
hobi Awards this year. See Denise’s comments on the market 
in this issue.

BeSt MarKeteD coMMUNIItY &   
BeSt coMMUNItY WeBSIte
DeNISe WaLSh PartNerS

in marketing The Village at Southport, Denise targeted empty 
nesters by making it all about LiFESTYLE. She had a website 
video produced, which depicts the convenience the community 
offers in its location so close to i-95, and a walk to the Metro 
north train station and to downtown Southport with shopping, 
golf, boating, dining & nightlife.  Then, using Pinterest events 
and developer Love Where You Live’s gorgeous model, she and 
her team SoLD all 16 townhouses in 1 year!  

SaLeS aND MarKetING

BeSt SocIaL MeDIa PoSt 
BeSt INterIor MerchaNDISING
coUNtY tV & aPPLIaNce
County Tv & Appliance was 
recognized for their success-
ful instagram campaign, which 
has generated 1,200 follow-
ers. County also won bEST 
MERChAnDiSinG for their 
eye-catching new Gagneau and 
Thermador kitchen vignettes, 
which promote the look and 
many benefits of these luxury 
appliances to perfection. 
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BeSt MarKeteD hoMe
BeSt SPecIaL ProMotIoN
BeSt BUILDer WeBSIte
DIBIco INc.

Last year, in Greenwich, it took an average 300 days to sell a 
home over $5 million. Dibico’s house-Lift Program is a top to 
bottom face-lift for homes over $3 million, like this one which 
SoLD in less than 1 month at a 900% Roi! 

Dibico conducted a neighborhood 
campaign in Greenwich to promote 
their home Management Program 
with a hand delivered wooden clock 
& the message “Let Dibico home 
Management give you back the one 
thing money can’t buy . . time!”  
Dibico has 44 home management 
clients.

“build, Transform, Enjoy” translates to new Construction 
– Renovations - home Management and client testimonials 
include photos of client homes.

BeSt SocIaL MeDIa caMPaIGN
BeSt coMMUNItY SocIaL MeDIa PoSt
oNe + coMPaNY

Realtors byron Lazine & nicole White are social media whizzes! 
nicole is the realtor behind “The house that Social Media built. 
Their boosted Facebook video posts and instagram campaign 
netted 8 new contracts at 66 high Street this year. 

2 0 1 8   H o b i   a w a r d s

SaLeS aND MarKetING

BeSt ProDUct BrochUre
o&G INDUStrIeS

o&G’s elegant lifestyle magazine, Stylish Spaces with Masonry, 
does a great job promoting masonry projects by o&G. 
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2018 RAM 3500 TRADESMAN®

MAXIMUM
31,210 LB
TOWING2

LOAD-LEVELING
REAR AIR

SUSPENSION1

IMPRESSIVE
7,350 LB

PAYLOAD3

Home builders face a demanding work site—and they demand the 
most from their work vehicles. That’s why we build Ram trucks to 
always be ready for the big job and never buckle under pressure. 
Use your NAHB membership to get a $500 cash allowance on select 
FCA vehicles like Ram trucks, and stack it with our On The Job 
program to give it everything you need to get your job done. Whether 
your big job is next month or years away, trust the longest-lasting 
heavy duty pickup trucks4 to fi nish strong.

1 Available feature. 2 Available Cummins® Diesel when properly equipped. 3 Payload based on available 
6.4L gas V8. 4 Based on the average of VIO vs New Registrations for each model year within the FCA-
defi ned HD pickup segment using IHS Markit data as of July 1, 2017 for model years 1988 to 2017. 5 Family 
members must reside in member’s same household. See dealer for allowance and eligibility requirements. 
6 Upfi t bonus must be used in conjunction with On The Job program. See dealer for On The Job eligibility 
requirements and offers. ©2018 FCA US LLC. All Rights Reserved. Ram is a registered trademark of FCA 
US LLC. Cummins is a registered trademark of Cummins Inc.

WE’RE HERE FOR 
THE LONG HAUL.

G E T A

$500 CASH 
ALLOWANCE

ON MAN Y 
FCA US LLC V EHICLES 5

U P T O

$1,000 ADDITIONAL 
V EHICL E BENEF IT S 6

M O S T N AT I O N A L A N D L O C A L

INCENTIVES

Visit NAHB.ORG/FCA for more details.

FCA US LLC IS A PROUD AFFINITY PROGRAM PROVIDER FOR 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS.

S:8”

S:4.875”

T:8.5”

T:5.125”

B:8.75”

B:5.25”

http://www.kemperarch.com
http://www.nahb.org/fca
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BeSt coMMUNItY BrochUre
BerKShIre hathaWaY  
hoMe SerVIceS NeP

L-R Gregg Wagner, Lynn Rival, Mark Pruner & Brenda Maher

The Estates at North Street is an enclave of 3 estate homes in 
the heart of Greenwich. berkshire hathaway’s winning brochure 
communicates luxury with its heavy paper stock and low-luster 
finish. Clear Mountain Capital & Fletcher Development. 

hoMe fINaNcING

Karp Associates has been donating guidance, design & construc-
tion services to help renovate the Jewish Community Center in 
Stamford. The café’ and this gym are the final phase of work. 

Architect Leigh overland cut his 
fee in half to spearhead the exterior 
renovation of STAR inc. in norwalk, 
which offers programs & services to 
needy and disabled people.

Jeffrey bodeau, bodeau Realty Group/ Willaim Raveis, hosts 
free Glastonbury Movie Nights during the summer and he has 
raised awareness and over $2,000 for area charities.

In a record 22 year repeat, Liberty Bank won 
BeSt coNStrUctIoN/PerMaNeNt  

cUStoM LoaN  
and for the 3rd year,  

BeSt eND LoaN PacKaGe. 

coMMUNItY SerVIce

oUtStaNDING MarKeteD coMMUNIItY
BerKShIre hathaWaY hoMe SerVIceS

berkshire hathaway started marketing 
Copper brook in Granby - even before 
final zoning approval. using a website, 
Facebook & instagram bhhS netted 
12 contracts in 2018, and  five more in 
January for a total of 17 contracts and 
six closings for developer Jonathan 
vosburgh, Roswell Development. When 
the project is complete there will be a 
total of 32 homes.

SaLeS aND MarKetING
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W ith the stimulus from the $1.5 trillion tax cut package and the  
reduction of government regulations, some economists have  

stated that we currently have the best u.S. economy in modern history.  
Currently, we are effectively at full employment, with unemployment 
at 3.7 percent for the last three months, the lowest rate since 1969. in 
november, wages had grown 3.1 percent year over year. Wage growth 
should strengthen during 2019.

charles Shinn Gives a cautious 2019 housing forecast
While the economy roars, housing hits a soft patch and needs to retool
By Charles C. Shinn Jr., PhD, Founder, Builder Partnerships

Consumer confidence was the strongest 
in 18 years in october; consumer spend-
ing rose for the seventh straight month. 
This year’s holiday season spending was 
very strong, with online sales up more 
than 18 percent. The only concern is the 
consumer is increasing debt.

The economy is expected to be strong for 
2019, even though the effect of the tax 
stimulus will plateau, interest rates will 
increase, and consumer debt is rising. 
Forecasters predict GDP growth for 2019 
will be 2.7 to 2.8 percent for the year.

The Federal Reserve raised short-term in-
terest rates four times in 2018 by 25 basis 
points each time. The 30-year mortgage 
interest rate in mid-December rose to 
5.10 percent; this is a 172- basis point in-
crease since December 2012, which was 
the cycle low of 3.34 percent. if the Fed 
follows through with the three increases 
in 2019, the 30-year rate will increase at 
least another 0.5 percent.

The soft patch
The housing sector, both new and exist-
ing homes, started losing momentum 
beginning in March. The trend has 
deepened as interest rates have increased, 
impacting housing affordability and the 
buyers’ belief that now is a good time to 
buy a home.

builders have reported buyer traffic is 
down, sales are down, and cancella-
tions are increasing. We are beginning to 
see new home discounts of as much as 
$50,000 to $100,000 and offers of 5 per-
cent real estate co-op commissions. Land 
developers are being more aggressive in 
liquidating their land holdings. 

The housing affordability index has 
dropped almost 32 percent since the 
high registered in January 2013. Exist-
ing home sales rates have been decreas-
ing for the last six months Since the cycle 
bottom in January 2012, the median sales 
price for existing homes has increased 
65.2 percent, or $100,800. 

new home sales dropped 8.9 percent 
on an annual rate in october. The rate 

has decreased five out of the last seven 
months, with a decrease of 19 percent 
since March.  For the year, sales are up 
2.8 percent through october. however, 
as sales have slowed since March, the 
percentage of growth for this year has 
been diminishing. 

The median sales price for new homes 
peaked in March at $335,400, revealing a 
drop of 7.7 percent by october, declining 
to $309,700. on a year-over-year basis, 
the median price has fallen 3.1 percent 
since october 2017.

new home inventories had been steadily 
increasing for the last year, with 50,000 
more homes in inventory this october 
than last year; this represents a 17.5 per-
cent increase.  Since May, the completed 

We are seeing lenders moving funds from new  

construction to remodeling, with forecasts of a 12 percent to 

15 percent reduction in new home loans during the fourth 

quarter of this year. 

As the millennial buyers gain momentum in home buying, 

there will be an increase in entry-level home purchases of 

about 15 percent, provided home builders respond and can 

produce the housing product the millennial buyer wants. 
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home inventory has expanded by 23.3 
percent. in october, inventories jumped 
4.3 percent. This added 14,000 homes 
to inventory, which increased inventory 
homes to a 7.4-month supply.

My forecast for 2019 
With this softening during a strong 
economy, it has been difficult to forecast 
where housing is headed. During the 
last 60 days, most housing economists 
have been adjusting their 2019 housing 
forecasts down. 

because of the softening market, the 
price inflation for housing will moderate 
from 6 percent in 2018 to only about 2.5 
percent for 2019.

at this point, i am more cautious than 
most of the housing forecasters. i am 
concerned about affordability with the 
rapidly escalating home pricing and 
the increasing mortgage interest rates. 
builders need to work very hard to try 
to keep the monthly mortgage pay-
ment in a range that will give them the 
needed sales velocity. The homes need 
to be smaller and more efficient.  

We will probably see more discounting, 
mortgage locks, and buy-downs as the 
interest rates increase. i predict we will 
begin to see a lot of movement toward a 
40-year mortgage in an effort to reduce 
monthly payments. The millennials are 
here; they will control the housing mar-
kets for the next 50 years like the baby 
boomers have done for the last 50 years. 

The industry needs to retool to address 
this demographic change. n

http://www.calcagni.com
http://www.facebook.com/calcagnirealestate
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M embers of the national Association of 
home builders (nAhb) elected four 

senior officers to top leadership positions 
within the federation during the association’s 
international builders’ Show in Las vegas 
February 19-21.

With more than 700 affiliated state and 
local home builders associations and more 

than 140,000 members across the country, nAhb represents the 
interests of the nation’s housing professionals through advocacy, 
education and research.

Taking the helm as nAhb’s Chairman of the board this year is 
our own Greg ugalde, CGP, GMb, a Connecticut builder and 
developer with more than 25 years of experience in the indus-
try. Greg is president and chief legal officer of Torrington-based 
T&M building Co., inc., one of the largest home builders in the 
state. T&M homes has built more than 3,500 new single-family 
attached and detached homes in over 40 Connecticut communities. 

“i am proud to be a Connecticut builder and developer. Members 
hailing from Connecticut have made many meaningful contribu-
tions to the national nAhb federation over the years. A very 
meaningful example:  our members in Connecticut lead the fed-
eration in per capita donations to buiLD-PAC year after year. 

As i prepare to assume the nAhb chairmanship, i am humbled 
and proud to be the first person from Area 1 to fulfill this role. 
i am equally proud of our 
national federation and its long 
tradition of supporting our 
industry. As a senior officer, 
i have had the opportunity to 
learn about major housing con-
cerns in depth, and to see how 
our federation comes together 
to address these issues.  My 

NahB elects ct Builder Greg Ugalde 2019 chairman
february 21, 2019

focus and theme for the year, as we prepare for this election cycle 
is houSinG AFFoRDAbiLiTY!

burdensome and ineffective regulations that unnecessarily drive 
up housing costs hurt buyers, builders, developers, remodelers, 
suppliers, and our entire industry. nAhb makes sure that regula-
tors and legislators understand the harm of overregulation and 
helps to ensure mandates are reasonable and cost-effective. our 
grassroots activity is very strong; nAhb advocacy is highly vis-
ible not only in Washington but in state houses and legislative 
offices throughout our country.    

Workforce development is also a top nAhb concern, and the 
federation is working hard to bring more workers into the home 
building sector. nAhb has a philanthropic arm — the national 
housing Endowment — that enhances residential construction 
training. Plus, we have a growing Student Chapters program, a 
Skilled Labor fund and other resources to get students thinking 
about building careers. not to mention, our workforce develop-
ment affiliate, hbi, provides training through many nationwide 
programs.

My participation in the local, state and national levels of nAhb 
has shown me how these three tiers work hand-in-hand on issues 
such as regulation and workforce training. it has also shown me 
the invaluable support the federation provides to building profes-
sionals, who have the greatest responsibility of all: providing safe, 
comfortable homes for American families across the economic 
spectrum. 

Greg’s new position as leader 
of the nation’s builders gives 
Connecticut and its home 
building industry the ability 
to have our voices and issues 
heard as never before.   
Contact Greg at:  
Greg.ugalde@TandM.com

NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde at State 
of the Union address

Greg & Mary Jane Ugalde with U.S. 
Rep Jahana Hayes, CT 5th District

As nAhb chairman, i will be a strong advocate for everyone involved in home building —  

here in Connecticut and in cities and towns throughout our country. 
– Greg ugalde
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on January 22, 2019, at the state board of Directors meeting, 
Chris nelson, nelson Construction was sworn in by incom-

ing nAhb Chairman Greg ugalde, as 2019-2020 Chairman of 
the board and President of the hbRA of Connecticut.

Chris is a builder and developer of sustainable single family 
homes, condominiums and rental communities in the Farming-
ton valley. nelson Construction and Landworks have won the 
top state award, Community of the Year, for communities in 
Farmington and in Simsbury. The 2019-2020 Senior officers are 
Eric Santini Jr. vice-President and David Preka, Treasurer.

in appreciation for his generous and committed service to 
the hbRA of CT as Chairman and President, the association 
presented Pete with a framed montage of memories, a gift cer-
tificate to Gabriel’s restaurant tin old Greenwich and a plaque 
commemorating his year as leader of the association.

chris Nelson elected chairman & President  
hBra of ct

Chris Nelson is sworn into office by Greg Ugalde

Chris Nelson shaking hands with Pete Fusaro 
as Pete passes on the gavel.

 buiLD PAC Trustee and Fiano Family Classic co-chair, George 
LaCava reported that $56,700 was raised in Connecticut in 
2018. ninety percent of this was contributed by just 31 people 
or 4% of membership. There were four Capital Club members at 
$5,000 each, two Platinum members at $2,500 and 25 Gold Key 
members at $1,000 each. George presented a splitback check for 
$22,400 to the hbRA for Connecticut’s share of this money.

thaNK YoU George Lacava and to the 
31 contributors to NahB BUILD-Pac!   
This will be a very exciting year for Connecticut, as Greg ugalde 
takes over as Chairman of nAhb. Greg is looking forward to an 
amazing year of achievement for the nAhb and he has asked 
George LaCava to chair the nAhb Planning Committee. This is 
a small committee of five people, plus one non-voting state Eo 
and one non-voting local Eo. Eric Person will be the local Eo on 
the committee. George and members of his committee will serve 
as top level advisors to the nAhb Chairman and Senior officers. 
This is the committee that came up with the new membership 
model currently being piloted at nAhb.

L-R Build Pac Golf Committee Frank Sanford, Joanne Carroll, co-chairman 
Bill Ferrigno, Chairman George LaCava, Bob Wiedenmann, Greg Ugalde, 
Anthony DeRosa & Pete Fusaro

Tony Denorfria, Propane Pete 
Battaglio & Eric Santini

Liz Koiva, Jim Perras & HBRA Trea-
surer, Dave Preka  n

in honor of the incoming President and 2019 board of directors, 
a reception was held at harry’s Sports bar & Grille after the 
board meeting. 
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Builder News
Paul harris, cole harris 
homes & archetype – in Darien, 
we continue to have much interest in the 
two $7 million brush island spec homes, 
with an offer coming soon. We closed on 3 
lots in Tokeneke (Darien) the end of Janu-
ary, and we’ll be doing three ($4-$5Mil) 
Archetype homes there. We’ve also bro-
ken ground on another Archetype 4,300 
sq ft home ($2.8 million) on Settlers Trail, 
Darien, close to our Clocks Lane homes, 
and we are building a Cole harris homes 
custom design build for a private client.

aNthoNY DeroSa,  
DeroSa BUILDerS – in the 
Greenwich market, year over year, our 
growth is up, but i expect home prices 
to continue to slide. instead of spec or 
custom homes, we are doing a lot of big 
remodels. The mega mansions of the 80’s 
and 90’s need a ton of work, and instead 
of moving, these homeowners are hiring 
us to do $3 million whole house remodels.

chris Nelson, Nelson  
construction – in Simsbury, we have 
5 spec homes and can’t sell a thing, but 
our multi-family rental is doing great!…
our rental community pays $1 million 
per year in taxes or $4,500 per unit for 
225 units. Reducing property taxes would 
allow a subsidy for more affordable hous-
ing and both sides would win!

tony Denorfria,  
a.a. Denorfria Builders – in 
Southington, new construction sales 
dropped precipitously. however our rent-
als at $1,600 per month are doing well.

Liz Verna, Verna Builders 
We had no sales during the last quarter of 
2018. in Southington, our price point is 
$379,000-439,000 with 3 quick delivery 
homes, but nobody’s biting.

Mario DiGioia, DonMar 
Development – in north haven, 
we’re busy with 8-30G of 76 homes at 
$207,000-299,000 with only 2 affordable 
homes left. in branford, we broke ground 
the end of 2018 on 11 lots with houses at 
$469,900.

Louis tagliatella, franklin 
construction – in hamden, we have 
built 3 buildings and leased 185 apart-
ments in one year – first building 100 
percent rented six weeks after Co. When 
completed, Canal Crossing will have 393 
apts. in seven buildings. 

builders bob Wiedenmann, Sunwood De-
velopment and Liz verna, verna builders, 
were enthusiastic campaigners for Senator 
Len Fasano who was re-elected to his 
Senate seat and Leader of Senate Republi-
cans in the Connecticut legislature.  

harrison Playhouse Lofts Groundbreaking

f e a T U r e 

With the help and support of family, 
friends and local elected officials, John 
verni and Chris verni, partners in verco 
Properties, broke ground on their latest 
project, the Harrison Playhouse Lofts in 
downtown harrison. “The verni brothers 
look forward to jump starting the rebirth 
of downtown harrison as the next great 
destination in Westchester County” said 
John verni. in attendance were harrison 
Mayor Ron belmont, nYS Senator Shelly Mayer, nYS Assem-
blyman Steve otis, and County Legislator Catherine Parker.

The harrison Playhouse Lofts project is an adaptive reuse of the 
old harrison movie theater that has been closed for over a dozen 
years. The project is a mixed-use, transit-oriented development 
that will add 36 luxury rental units as well as a new street-level 

café on Purdy Street and refurbished 
stores on harrison Avenue.  

Designed by noted architect, Stephen 
Tilly Architects, known for their “green 
building” projects and historical restora-
tion work, the Harrison Playhouse Lofts 
will incorporate several environmentally 
sustainable design elements to be one of 
the first Westchester County buildings to 

satisfy the FitWel™ standard, the world's leading healthy build-
ing certification. The project will be built by Murphy brothers 
Contracting of Mamaroneck who have built several high-end, 
boutique residential projects along the Sound Shore of West-
chester County as well as many luxury homes in Westchester 
and Fairfield County. Sterling national bank will provide the 
financing for this exciting, transit-oriented development.
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on the Market
Connecticut builder asked some of Con-
necticut’s leading new home realtors to 
comment on the 2018 market and what’s 
in store for 2019!

calcagni New Business  
Development Director,  
joel Grossman crS GrI
Vice-President of the  
ct association of realtors 
“Expect a slower start to 2019 then we 
saw in 2018 which saw strong first quar-
ter sales – Although the shutdown lingers, 
our builders who repositioned their 
product and pricing are seeing renewed 
interest and traffic at the communities 
that we represent.

u The stock market ups and downs may 
discourage would be 2nd home buyers; 
we don’t expect this to effect typical 
buyers that just want a new place to 
call home

u it is still a little early to determine what 
effect new leadership in hartford will 
have on housing, there is a desire to 
strengthen the housing markets and 
make new homes more affordable in 
CT and that is a good thing

u builders will have to be nimble and 
prepared to increase their value propo-
sition.

u Move-in or quick delivery homes must 
be a part of the mix of offerings.

u builders must be accepting of and of-
fer features that are trending. Specs can 
no longer be basic and builders must 
move past stainless steel, hardwood 
and granite.

here is how Calcagni is positioning our 
builders for success

u our builder clients benefit from our 
extensive knowledge about the lo-
cal markets, keeping a keen eye on 
buyer’s attitudes and what they want 
and expect in new houses.

u Trends are spotted quickly with recom-
mendations for changes in models, 
specs and pricing

u At hillCrest village for example, a 
hobi winner for best option up-
grade, we initiated an across the board 
revision to plans and 5% adjustment to 
pricing, which is resulting in renewed 
interest and sales. better to take a little 
less, resulting in higher paced sales, 
which can lead to momentum that can 
eventually lead to increasing prices.

Looking back at 2018 and into 2019 
regarding sales.

u Multi family housing units were the 
rage, and the trend should continue 
into 2019

u no one town saw spectacular sales and 
there was ample supply of new homes 
in just about all price ranges. 

u For 2018, hartford County median 
closed price were $483,740 with 2,485 
sf. Total sales were just 208 units as 
compared to 2017 with median closed 
price of $495,000 with 2,504 sf and 
just 197 units sold. 

u in new haven Count,y 2018 saw an 
uptick on total sales at 192 compared 
to 142 in 2017. 2018 median price was 
$429,988 with 2,200 sf and 2017 me-
dian price was $411,250 at 2,214 sf.

u The slight upticks in units sold is 
promising, and if builders can control 
costs, respond to the market dynam-
ics, and offer products that appeal to 
today’s buyers, 2019 could be a better 
year.” (Sales info sourced from Smart-
MLS.)

Denise Walsh – 2918 New 
home Salesperson of the Year  

William Raveis Real Estate Top 1 Per-
cent, Luxury Properties Division
“The Fall market was slower than ex-
pected in 2018, with many new homes 
carrying over into this Winter/Spring mar-
ket.  Several sources site Fairfield County 
as having a decrease of 4-9% in average 
sales prices. The slight decline in pricing, 
coupled with buyer's reticence and lack 
of urgency, i am expecting we will all be 
working hard right out of the gate this 
year to firm up purchase agreements and 
stay close in touch with prospective buy-
ers.  

The good news is the reports of financial 
bonuses, a bit lower current inventory 
and the increase in showings and offers.  
buyers are enthusiastic with new homes 
that still offer some customization, and 
they continue to look for white kitchens 
and baths, a home office, larger walk in 
closets, laundry rooms, pantries, wet bars 
or wine fridge/rooms and finished lower 
levels. in the upper tier, exterior amenities 
are favored as well.  

there are opportunities for 
builders in 2019: 
Empty nesters are getting frustrated 
with the lack of housing geared for their 
lifestyle at under    $1 million and not 
necessarily in 55+ communities.  Mil-
lennials are starting to purchase in all 
price ranges, and while they know what 
they want, some still need to be guided 
through the process for the best experi-
ence.  on another positive note, there is a 
noticeably growing number of buyers that 
prefer new to renovated or older homes.   
And, while number of homes sold may be 
down in outlying areas, many have seen 
an increase in average sales price.  The 
value is bringing buyers over the line.”  
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Contact Eversource or United Illuminating at 877-WISE-USE or  
visit EnergizeCT.com/ResidentialNewConstruction to learn more.

Get ready. 
Offer your customers the housing  
of the future, today. 

Elevate your single and multifamily new 
construction projects with resources 
available through Eversource and  
United Illuminating.

Then, earn incentives and rebates  
for implementing those practices.

http://www.energizect.com/ResidentialNewConstruction
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Builder News

Karp Associates has been selected by This Old House to build their 2019 Idea House!

f e a T U r e 

Karp associates has been 
selected by this old house to 
build their 2019 Idea house!

Follow the renovation and addition to 4 
Main Street in the historic district of new 
Canaan.

Film crews from the PbS show will 
follow the transformation of the Circa 
1840 Greek revival farmhouse, as Karp 
Associates restores some antique features 
and builds a new extension with modern 
conveniences. 

As part of the 5th annual idea house 
show, the program will document several 
steps of the project. Two 24-hour web-
cams have been installed, “so people can 
watch the demolition and the renova-
tion,” on This old house website, said 
Robin Carroll, project manager for Karp 
Associates. The webcam can be found at 
thisoldhouse.com by clicking “watch.” 

When the work is done, thousands are ex-
pected to tour the house, a tradition with 
projects featured on the popular reality 
fix-up show. 

“This will be good for new Canaan,” 
said Arnold Karp, because the broadcast 
will invariably show off the town. 

When Karp purchased the 7,000 sf house 
fot $810,000,  he wanted to save it from 
demolition. before he bought it, the once 
dignified looking building appeared 
blighted, with overgrown vegetation 
and the porch missing a pillar.  inside, 
the roof was leaking and raccoons were 
wreaking havoc.

“We liked the look of the house,” said 
Karp who plans to “build something that 
will last the next 100 years and keep its 
historic look.”

“it will look old from the street, but have 
the latest and greatest features,” said 
Karp.

The house will have many modern con-
veniences including, security, a profes-
sional kitchen, state-of-the art lighting, 
new baths and a three-car garage.
While downsizing to a 6,000-square-foot 
building, Karp plans to save the antique 
facade. he has removed eight of the 
200-year-old windows, and plans to them 
and strip snd remove lead from the old 
window sills. A beehive oven from the 
1700s, which was used to heat and cook 
in the original house, will be maintained. 

This old house is part of the American 
home improvement media brand with 
television shows, a magazine and a 
website. The company is headquartered 
in Stamford.

how’s Business? We’re #3!
by Dan Woog, town blogger extraordinaire

Chain stores are fleeing Main Street. 
“Retail Space Available” signs fill the 
Post Road. Westport (06880) commenters 
warn that high taxes, crumbling infra-
structure and many other factors put our 
town in peril. but a business environment 
is more than merchants. And a new study 
from the Yankee institute ranks Westport 
as Connecticut’s 3rd most business-
friendly town.

The public policy institute collected and 
measured data from the state’s 50 largest 
municipalities. Criteria included eco-
nomic vitality (median income and job 
growth), tax burden, transportation, and 
“community allure” (education, crime 
rates, cost of living).

The Yankee institute report says Westport 
is heavily reliant on financial service 
companies, with over 7,000 financial-sec-
tor employees. Major companies include 
bridgewater Associates and Canaan Part-
ners from the financial services area. but 
Westport is also home to Terex, a Fortune 
500 industrial equipment manufacturing 
company.

The Yankee institute adds: “Westport’s 
score was lowered by its high tax burden. 
but high community allure, economic 
vitality and transportation infrastructure 
kept it high on our list.”

i’m not sure what “transportation infra-
structure” means — something about 
ports of entry, interstate highways and 
rail lines — but we’ll take it.

westport followed fairfield and green-
wich. ridgefield was 4th, simsbury 5th 
— meaning the state’s 4 most business-
friendly towns are in Fairfield County.
The least business-friendly places were 
cities like Waterbury, new haven and 
hartford. All face severe fiscal chal-
lenges. Stamford was the only major city 
to score in the top 25. n
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A t the 25th annual hobi Awards 
Gala in november, the home build-

ers & Remodelers Association of Con-
necticut (hbRACT) presented Michael 
Church with their top Sales & Marketing 
award, 2018 broker of the Year.

Michael was recognized for his outstand-
ing record of $10+ million in Fairfield 
County transactions last year, including 
listing and selling homes, leasing apart-
ments and locating income producing 
properties for investors. The panel of 
judges were impressed with the respect 
and admiration his clients and industry 
peers have for Michael, as both a real 
estate agent and a man. 

WSPiR brokerage manager, Kevin 
hickey, has worked with Michael Church 
for ten years. 

Michael church Is a rising Star in  
Fairfield County Real Estate

WPSIr agent and Norwalk native outshines his peers  
as 2018 Broker of the Year the 2nd time he’s been honored with  

the housing industry’s top sales & marketing award 

According to hickey, the single family 
infill market in norwalk is very strong in 
the $400,000-600,000 price range, which 
is another area in which Michael Church 
outshines his peers.

A recognized achiever in Fairfield 
County real estate  
in 2013, at 30 years of age, Church was 
named as one of Fairfield County’s best 
and brightest leaders under the age of 
40. Already a multi-year award win-
ning broker with William Pitt Sotheby’s 
international Realty (WPSiR), he man-
aged a multi-million dollar portfolio, and 
spearheaded his WPSiR office to their #1 
status in overall norwalk market share. 

in 2014, Church was honored as Broker of 
the Year for establishing a thriving rental 
market in what had been an abandoned 
neighborhood on the north side of nor-
walk. he leased up each phase of town-
homes at Summerview Square within two 
weeks of their release, and with his astute 
marketing, Summerview consistently out-
performed high rise rental developments 
throughout norwalk. 

“Many superlatives can be used to 
describe Michael Church,” said Dr. Gil 
harel, who purchased a single family 
home in Fairfield with Michael last year. 
“Michael's knowledge of Fairfield Coun-
ty is prodigious. The information he gave 
us on each neighborhood and its vibe, as 
well as schools, mill rates and taxes, was 
invaluable. We found him to be patient, 
affable and diligent - attributes which are 
keys to success in his field of work.” 

Michael’s involvement with builders and 
the housing market led to his appointment 
as a director of both the Fairfield County 
and state home builders and Remodelers 
Association, and in 2019, he will serve on 
the national Association of home build-
ers (nAhb) Leadership Council.

“Michael Church has been an asset to our 
board and to the association,” said An-
thony DeRosa, a Greenwich builder and 
President of the Fairfield County home 
builders and Remodelers Association. 
“he can speak intelligently on every top-
ic, and he always does his due diligence. 
i value his opinion and thoughtfulness.”

beyond his industry leadership, Michael 
is a force in the community. he is vice-
President of the building hope Founda-
tion and serves as Chairman of the board 
of Ethics for the City of norwalk and on 
the board of the Riverbrook Regional 
YMCA and the School Governance 
Council for a local elementary school.  

The HOBI Awards is the largest home 
building industry awards program in the 
country, and Connecticut’s most presti-
gious recognition of excellence in home 
construction and sales & marketing. n 

“What i love about Michael is 
his complete transparency and 
honesty in everything he does.  

He has a deep knowledge of 
the Fairfield County market, 

and investors seek him out to 
consult on potential projects, 

and advise them on how to go 
about their leasing operation. 

He understands the rental 
market better than 99  

percent of agents.” 
– Kevin Hickey WSPIR

f e a T U r e 
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L TW Design is a full scale staging design firm specializing 
in exclusive luxury properties. With an expansive inven-

tory of furniture, accessories and artwork, Leia is known for 
her attention to detail and talent in blending textures, natural 
light and clean lines in every project. Creating calm and beau-
tifully balanced spaces of casual sophistication has become 
her signature style.

f e a T U r e 

hoBI Winner Leia Ward Stages Bruce Willis 
Westchester home

in november, LTW Design founder, Leia 
Ward, won a hobi Award for her skillful 
staging of Cole harris homes’ best Spec 
home over $7 Million, a 7,900 sf home 
on brush island Road in Darien.

in December, bruce Willis & his wife 
Emma hired LTW Design to stage their 
Westchester home, Leia Ward and team 
spent 5 weeks staging the 9,000 sf Crafts-
man style house, which is located in 

bedford, new York, and it was listed in 
January for $12.9 million. 

The five-bedroom main house sits on a 
gated property and includes a playroom, 
media room and wine cellar, as well as 
a saltwater pool, pool house, and tennis 
court.  

The house and LTW Design have been 
featured in People, Architectural Digest, 

WSJ Mansion, Town & Country, house 
beautiful, and on nbC's Access holly-
wood.

beyond this celebrity listing, LTW De-
sign has staged a number of spec homes 
in a variety of price ranges, including a 
beautiful $2.5 million home in Wilton 
in February, and $2-3M spec home in 
Darien, which was listed in mid February.  
LTW  did that home’s lighting design, 
hardware and countertop selection before 
staging. Leia also completed the 8,330sf 
harbour Project which listed at $12.9 
million. Photos bottom left & right. 

All this, plus a new website and blog, 
while raising a family of three young 
children under the age of seven! how 
about that for talent and multi-tasking! n

Bruce Willis FR above and LR above right Robert Lowell Photography



94  Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2019

VISIT OUR NEW BATH SHOWROOM

Photographed by Tim Lenz

http://www.karenberkemeyerhome.com
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C onnecticut Builder publisher and 
hobi Awards producer, Joanne 

Carroll, recently spent some time with 
Karen berkemeyer, to learn more 
about her company, and why so many 
hobi winning builders and interior 
designers rely on her expertise for their 
kitchen and bath products and design. 

Karen berkemeyer home is a full service, kitchen and bath de-
sign studio serving consumers and the housing industry for more 
than 30 years. originally located in Greenwich, Karen moved to 
Westport a number of years ago. 

hoBI Winners rely on Karen Berkemeyer home  
to Deliver everything they Need  

In award Winning Kitchens & Baths
her Westport studio, located at 175 Post Road West, features 
over 70 different vendors, and carries the latest in cabinetry, 
tile, stone, countertops, and plumbing.  A talented staff of five 
designers insures that each client receives expert personalized  
attention throughout each project. 

From small renovations, to large scale spec homes, Kb home’s 
projects embody their clients’ personal taste, while reflecting the 
latest design trends. These kitchens and baths are influenced by 
contemporary architecture and design, using innovative materi-
als, texture, and color.  

biG nEWS! The 3,000-square-foot Westport showroom is 
expanding into an adjacent building, allowing Karen berke-
meyer home to add a beautiful bathroom annex to complement 
their existing tile and cabinetry showroom. Renovations will be 
completed in early 2019.

our talented design team provides a true  

“one stop shop” experience for our clients,  

allowing a builder or his custom clients to work 

with one designer throughout each stage of  

the design process.

our wide range of products fall within various 

price points, allowing us to get creative while 

staying within your budget.

- Karen Berkemeyer

f e a T U r e 
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liberty-bank.com

Liberty’s award-winning Construction to Permanent Mortgage 
automatically converts to a permanent loan once construction is 
complete. With half the paperwork and one-time closing costs, 
new homeowners have more time and money to devote to the home 
of their dreams. Case closed. 

Want to chat? Your local Loan Originator will be glad to tell you more 
about how this mortgage might work for you. Find a Loan Originator 
at liberty-bank.com/you/contact-a-loan-officer.

To apply, visit us in-branch or at liberty-bank.com.

MEMBER FDIC    EQUAL HOUSING LENDER  NMLS #459028

Find your 
[easy peasy construction 
mortgage] place.

http://www.liberty-bank.com/you/contact-a-loan-officer
http://www.liberty-bank.com
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Dancing with the Stars

K aren bradbury, owner of Closet & Storage Concepts of norwalk, is competing in 
Dancing with the Stars - A Gala benefit for Elderhouse!  Modeled after the popular 

Tv show, Karen and award-winning professional dancer, Martin Goethche from Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio in norwalk,, are performing in a dance competition at the Gala fun-
draiser being held on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at Rolling hills Country Club in Wilton.

Elderhouse is a worthwhile not-for-profit organization that provides adult day services 
to older adults with aging conditions like memory loss or physical impairment, offering 
dignified care in a social setting, and extends much needed support to family caregivers. n

E levator Service Company (ESCo) 
has just announced a 15/5 Premium 

Extended Material Warranty which is 
unique in the industry. Providing superior 
product protection, the 15/5 Warranty 
offers an unheard of 15 years of coverage 
for its elevators mechanical/structural 
equipment components and 5 years of 
coverage for electrical equipment com-
ponents.

“no one else in our business has this 
type of product protection,” says ESCo 
owner, Steven Roth. 

ESCo can offer this program because 
of their confidence in particular quality 
products that they sell. The only customer 
obligation is to have the elevator main-
tained by ESCo at ESCo’s regular rates. 
There is no cost for the 15/5 Premium 
Extended Material Warranty!

what’s trending – Some of the latest 
features in elevators include glass and 
metal view lifts, pneumatic elevators and 
key fobs to call an elevator remotely.

“vertical transportation is not based on 
need in most instances, but on the desire 
for convenience,” says ESCo owner, 

elevator Service company Launches  
Unique New Warranty

Steve Roth. “Moving seasonal items or 
luggage or golf clubs into the attic or 
basement; homes in flood prone areas 
with necessarily elevated entries; older 
parents living with their children; or 
empty nesters wanting the ability to age 
in place, are all motivators for a home 
elevator. in fact, ESCo has installed 23 
elevators in Eric Santini’s Deer valley 
rental community in Ellington.

“All we need is (all dimensions sheet-
rock to sheetrock) 50 ½” wide x 54” 
deep to accommodate a wheelchair. The 
dimensions yield a 36” X 48” cab. note, 
elevator cabs are usually customized to 
the needs of the client and, by code, can 
be up to 15 sq. ft. clear inside cab dimen-
sions. An elevator is always preferred 
over a dumbwaiter since the footprint is 

only nominally less than an elevator and 
doesn’t allow for a person to be trans-
ported. A typical dumbwaiter requires a 
36” wide x 36” deep shaft yielding a 30” 
wide x 30” deep x 36” high cab,” said 
Roth.

According to architect Kaali nagy, “A 
spec home will sell faster if it has a home 
elevator.”

builder Rob Michaud sells spec homes in 
Fairfield at $1-2 million, and he plans a 
home elevator with ESCo in every home 
he builds. ESCo provides the engineer-
ing for elevator pit and wall blocking, 
and Rob and Marc Michaud frame out 
the shaft at rim joists for each floor. They 
sit doors exactly where they need to be 
on each floor and put in the electrical 
line. if a homebuyer wants a home eleva-
tor, all they have to do is take out the 
closet floor and ceiling. 

“Whatever is in your mind’s eye, we can 
offer technologically advanced, high 
quality equipment that is stylish, depend-
able and cost effective. And then offer 
a substantial 15/5 Premium Extended 
Material Warranty to round out the entire 
package.” says Steven Roth. n
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faIrfIeLD coUNtY hBra NeWS

This January, the hbRA of Fairfield County launched a membership drive where current mem-
bers can invite new members to join at a reduced price of $395 for their first year. never of-
fered before, the association hopes to draw in new businesses in the industry, especially young 
builders and companies looking to grow. Currently at 463 members, the hbRA has seen a 
spike of over 40 new members in the last 2 months. now is certainly the time to join! benefits 
of membership include eligibility for prestigious awards, discounts & rebates, business devel-
opment, education & certification courses, legislative advocacy in hartford and Washington, 
DC and a variety of great events.  Call the office for more information at 203.335.7008 or visit 
the website at www.buildfairfieldcounty.com. 

on Saturday, november 17th, the home builders and Remodel-
ers Association of Eastern Connecticut celebrated its Annual 
Gala & Awards Ceremony at the Mystic Marriott hotel and Spa 
in Groton, Connecticut. nearly 200 attendees gathered for fun, 
food, induction of the 2019 board of Directors, and awards.

As the organization rolled out the evening, hbRAECT 2019-
2020 President Craig D. Caulkins said that the night was about 
taking a step back to recognize the accomplishments of its mem-
bers, and their contributions to the community.

“it’s about celebrating the industry,” said Caulkins, who noted 
that the economic gloom of years past is fading. “The industry is 
booming and now we focus on bringing new, qualified em-
ployees to our industry,” which is one of his initiatives for the 
upcoming year.

Caulkins, a 30-year business owner, (Caulkins Design & build-
ing), is no stranger to the challenges facing the industry. As 
Connecticut’s top employers struggle to fill job openings with 
skilled labor, this also affects small businesses throughout the 
building industry, Caulkins added that workforce development 
is a crucial objective for the hbRAECT. “We will be working 
to implement a long-term strategy to promote construction and 
trade careers throughout Eastern CT.”

The hbRAECT formally installed President Craig D. Caulkins 
and his board of Directors for 2019-2020. The board consists of 
Pete battaglio, vice President, Gail Grillo, Associate vice Presi-
dent, beth Glynn, Secretary, Jim Williams, Treasurer, Diana 
buscetto, Chuck Gimbut, Ev hyde, Anant Joshi, Rico Mastro-
nunzio, Matt Mularski, David Preka, Mark Spinnato, Kathleen 
Stauffer, Melissa Welch and nort Wheeler.

Several awards were presented 
throughout the evening including 
Richard Wildermuth of Connecticut 
valley homes who won builder of the 
Year. Matt ostrowski, Creative Enclo-
sures, won Remodeler of the Year. Gail 
Grillo, Marvel home Decorating, won 
Associate of the Year. Diana buscetto 
and Debbie Yother, Sava insurance 
Group, won volunteer of the Year.

hBra eaSterN ct NeWS

L-R Debbie Yother and 
Diana Buscetto

L-R David Preka and Gail 
Grillo

L-R Matt Ostrowski and 
Nort Wheeler

L-R Richard Wildermuth, Catherine 
Taylor, and Craig Caulkins

L-R David Preka, outgoing 
President, Craig Caulkins 
2019 & 2020 President

l o C a l   a s s o C i a T i o n   n e w s

The hbRAECT believes that home ownership is essential in  
building communities. “At the end of the day,” said Caulkins, 
“we are all  working to help people realize the dream of home 
ownership.”

For  additional information about the hbRAECT, visit  
hbRAECT.CoM.

http://www.hbraect.com
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hBra of ceNtraL ct NeWS
hbRA of Central Connecticut Annual Awards night honors outstanding members, and this year was the kick off of our  

75th anniversary celebration year! We had over 170 in attendance that evening at the Wethersfield Country Club.  

irving sTiCH award: 
Johnny Carrier,  

By Carrier

HoUsing Hall of faMe: 
lou Tagliatela,  

Franklin Construction

bUilder of THe Year: 
nick Uccello,  

uccello Development

reModeler of THe Year:
bill gozzo,  

Gozzo Design & Remodel

PresidenT's award:
steve & Mickey dalene,  

Dalene Flooring Carpet one

PresidenT's award:      
george laCava,  

Trilacon Development

assoCiaTe of THe Year:     
Joel grossman,  

Calcagni Real Estate

l o C a l   a s s o C i a T i o n   n e w s
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Joint meeting with Conn-OSHA
on January 15, we held a joint meeting with Conn-oShA called “Marijuana & opioids in the Workplace 2019”. 
David Jaffe, nAhb vP of Construction Liability presented to a group of over 80 attendees. This was held at CT 
Dept of Labor in Wethersfield. David Jaffe in the pink shirt is next to John Able from Conn-oShA..

Election of Central CT HBRA Directors 2019-2020

u Ted brown, valley & Aetna building Products

u greg Chandler, Gold Shield Construction

u garrett Cook, Cyclone home Systems

u linda Cote, Webster bank & hbRA Charitable Foundation

u suzy Couture, Superior builders of Manchester

u rich dalene, Dalene Flooring

u david director, Connecticut Lighting Centers 

u Tim freeland, Freeland bros. Construction 

u Matt gilchrist, EG homes

u Kevin goff, oxford Lumber – Political Affairs 

u bill gozzo, Gozzo Design & Remodel 

u Joel grossman, Calcagni Real Estate

u brian liistro, LiCo Group Corp., 

u drew liljedahl, Liljedahl bros.

u rob Mannarino, Mannarino Builders

u dan Morgan, Morgan Contracting 

u larry newquist, newquist building Company

u Chip Poehnert, Liberty Bank
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96 Railroad Ave.
Cheshire, Ct. 06410

203-272-2237 • 800-732-2237 • Fax 203-272-8751
email: info@countrylumber.com

Congratulations to Nick Uccello, 2019 BUILDER OF THE YEAR!
Nick’s innovative thinking and use of high quality products 

like Andersen® windows are why he was recognized with this prestigious 
2019 Builder of the Year award from the Central CT HBRA. 

Country Lumber is proud to be Nick Uccello’s materials supplier!

The Perfect Window
For an Award Winning Builder 

“Andersen and all other trademarks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ®.2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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hBa NorthWeSt NeWS

our annual Legislative Meeting,  co-
hosted by the hbA of northwest CT and 
the Litchfield County board of Realtors,  
was held on January 28th at Chatterley’s 
banquet Facility in Torrington. hbRA of 
CT CEo Jim Perras attended, along with  
a number of Litchfield County legislators 
and realtors.

President Tim Bobroske, staff member Mary Anne Sok, Executive Officer Sheila Leach and Legisla-
tive Chairman Steve Temkin

HBRA of CT CEO Jim Perras, Rep. David Wilson (66th district Litchfield), Rep. Jay Case (63rd Win-
sted), 1st Vice Chair of NAHB Greg Ugalde, Senator Henri Martin (31st Bristol), Rep. Bill Simanski 
(62nd Granby), Senator Craig Miner (30th Litchfield), Senator Kevin Witkos (8th Canton) and Rep. 
John Piscopo (76th Thomaston).

Chris Nelson, President of the HBRA of CT, 
Andrew Ugalde and Eugene Farley (Torrington 
Lumber Co.)

Rosalee Fanelli, Legislative Committee Chairman of the Litchfield County Board of Realtors, Kristine 
Newell, President of the Litchfield County Board of Realtors, Rep. David Wilson from Litchfield (66th 
District), Greg Ugalde, Brenda Davis and Alan Temkin

Tom and Deborah Carey (Thomas Custom 
Builders) with State Representative Jay Case 
from Winsted (63rd District).
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Visit your local Marvin Window and Door retailer today.

Create open, sun-filled rooms and beautifully framed views with exceptional personalized windows and doors. 

Deliver the look they crave with a level of craftsmanship that stands the test of time.
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We narrowed your  
options down to unlimited. 

With custom colors, dynamic shapes and sizes, and unlimited design options, E-Series windows and doors make it 

possible to create the home you’ve always imagined. Follow your inspiration, express your own unique style and set 

your home apart with the Architectural Collection. Only from Andersen.

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.  
©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. MS1802_0067
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